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Review

by

Srilanka

Veteran Freelance Journalist

K.S. SIVAKUMARAN

OF AN EASTERN EDITOR

Seldom could a man from the eastern province be
given the honour of editing any Thamil journal either in
Malayaham or Yaalpaanam. The late S.T. Sivanayagam
was an exception, but he did it in Colombo. He was the
editor - in - chief of the now defunct “Dinapathi” and
“Chinthamani” published by the
M.D. Gunasena Group. In the Ghe Dsland

case of K.G. Mahadeva, it was | (@44 .
indeed a great honour for him. ( @W)
19.10.2005
I spent my childhood in
Maddakkalappu between 1942 and 1953. I knew K.G
Mahadeva slightly; he was younger to me. One of his

older brothers, Vivekanandan, was my classmate in St.
Michael’s College in town.

This man has written his “Reminiscences” in
English. He now lives in Thiruchirapalli in Thamilnadu.
The book is published by Mithra Arts & Creations Pvt.
Ltd., 32/09, Arcot Road, Chennai 600 024, India.



The author says: “To read and get to know my
book. My intention for releasing this book internation-
ally in English is to make people in the rest of the world.
I have taken efforts to reach out to the people through
libraries, educational institutions and welfare organiza-
tions.”

“I have tried to give my experiences, incidents,
meetings and joys in a short and sweet manner. I have
brought out alongwith my story, the stories of those who
worked and lived with me.”

Where did he woék?

“Eelanaadu was an era. It has a history. It was a
national newspaper, established by Thamil stalwarts
with foresight. It was a risk taken by the ‘K.C.’ brothers
to show the world that a Thamil newspaper can be run
by the Thamils, for the Thamils and in the Thamil
provin‘ce... ‘Eelanaadu’ alone is the base for the story I
am writing.”

Before the emergence of Eelanaadu, there was the
defunct Eelakesari. Eelakesari was the first regional
paper in Thamil in this country.

Presently there is another newspaper by the name
of “Emathu Eelanaadu”, published from Yaalpaanam. It
is a daily tabloid. Besides this, there are other provincial
tabloids like Hayan, Valampuri and Eelanatham pub-
lished from the peninsula. I understand that even in the
east some tabloid newspapers are being published.
Udhayan and Sudar Oli (published in Colombo) are

owned by the same management. The broadsheet
Colombo Thamil dailies and weeklies are: Virakesari,
Virakesari Vaara Veliyeedu, Thinakkural, Gnayiru
Thinakkural, Thinakaran, Thinakaran Vaara Manjari
and Navamani.

The writer traces briefly, the arrival and demise of
‘Eelanaadu’ where he worked. “Started in 1959 as a
weekly magazine and transformed into a bi-weekly in
1960 and daily in 1961... Well organized for 33 years,
F-elanaadu wobbled after the ethnic trouble, shifted to
many places, lost direction and finally stopped alto-
gether... It is being published as a weekly and daily from
Europe and Sri Lanka by the efforts of a few who had a

regard for it.”

K.G. Mahadeva joined Eelanaadu at the age of 21
and became the editor of Cheithi (News), a weekly
tabloid that was published from Mahanuwara at the age
of 27. He rejoined Eelanaadu in a few years. He was the
news editor of this paper in the 1970s. The paper,
according to the author “reflected quality, honesty, aspi-
rations, truth.and spirituality. That was a golden peri-
od”.

A maverick but immensely talented creative
writer from this country S. Ponnuthurai (a.k.a. Espo) in
his foreword to KGM’s book says:

“Black July 1983 is a day of historical importance
in the lives of Eelam Thamils. The tragic memories it
evokes, are countless. However, it was that very Black



Day which provided the opportunity to prove the fact
that the Thamils will rise, revitalized, like the phoenix
from its own ashes, with their thirst for freedom multi-
plied manifold. That day was not the outcome of the
sudden wrath of the Sinhalese. It was a cold blooded,
well planned, ‘massacre of innocence’, sponsored and
unleashed by the Jayawardene Government. It should
be identified as such. KGM’s book confirms with suffi-
cient proof, that the foundation for this injustices was
laid on June 01, 1981... In the course of that one day, the
Jaffna library which housed the largest number of
Thamil books in the whole of Asia, was burnt to ashes
by the army, acting under orders from the Government.
Eelanaadu, the daily which was the voice of the Eelam
Thamils and their feelings was also consigned to
flames.”

Espo continues: “Eelanaadu was the symbol of
the individualistic expression of the Eelam Thamils,
dissociated from the domination of Colombo and the
Sinhalese Government. It was necessitated by the need

. for the ‘national’ voice of the Thamils to be heard clear-
ly and loudly. ‘Reminiscences’ is the first work that
records the government’s efforts to suppress that voic-
es. It also serves as an important document which
reveals the truth of how the Thamils’ nationalistic fer-
vour has not only survived but successfully emerged
victorious from the repressive measures of the govern-
ment in power. KGM has proved himself to be an exem-
plar of the intellectual history of Batticaloa
(Maddakkalappu).”

ESS

K.G. Mahadeva had a stint in Cheithi, a tabloid
published first in Colombo and then in Mahanuwara.
The weekly was modelled on Blitz (the Mumbai week-
ly) in which K.A. Abbas wrote the famous last page
Column. The managing editor was R.M. Nagalingam, a
philanthropist and a connoisseur of the arts and culture.
His son-in-law Prof. S. Santhirasekaram, an education-
ist of high order is attached to the University of
Colombo. KGM also gives a few forgotten facts in
regard to this avant garde tabloid. I too was a columnist
for this tabloid in the late 1960s. My column was titled
“*Saruhuhal” (Dried Leaves). There were other notable
writers like the late M. Thalayasingham, Prof.
Kasinathan (now in Australia), “Pramma Gnani”
(nomdeplume of an internationally known psychologist
and theoretician), George Santhirasegaran and a few
others. KGM had omitted some of these names in his
Tg%oum of the contributors to Cheithi which he edited in

7.

. The book also includes in Thamil some of the
reviews of his book in Thamil (Ninaivalaihal) on the
same subject.

The book is divided into four parts. He writes his
own story of progress as a journalist plus coincidental
incidents, experiences and personalities with whom he
had associated in some way or other. It’s very interest-
ing reading. Students of journalism might find this book
yvith photographs a valuable source material in gather-
ing facts about some aspects of the print media in this.
country.



The story of ‘Eelanaadvu’
and an enterprising
Editor K.G.M.

One of the pioneer provincial newspapers in
contemporary times in our country was Eelanaadu, now
folded up. And one of its editors was K.G.Mahadeva.
He is now retired and lives in the Thamilnadu. He has
brought out a book in English titled “Reminiscences”.
Since he studied in Thamil medium, he admits he is
poor in English. However, he managed to write in
English the story of an important Yaalpaanam newspa-
per which began as a tabloid

and then entered into broad- @ng News
sheet format.
The book is interest- |
26.10.2005

ing even for an average
reader because it also
reveals the personal adventures of an editor living dan-
gerously in hard times.

And to special readers like students of journalism,
this book reveals untold stories that Southern Sri Lanka
was not familiar,

I with to glean from this book at least a few pieces
of information and use them as excerpts. Editors in
Colombo newspapers would certainly be interested in
knowing what had happened to jounalists from the
north in bringing out a newspaper.

Political and social scientists as well as journalists
would remember that the Eelanaadu office was burnt as
the leading public library in Asia - the Yaalpaanam pub-
lic library was burnt on June 01, 1981. It was a sad
story. There is a written record of the origin, growth and
destruction of the library by K.C. Kularathinam.
Excerpts from “Reminiscences” available from the
author: K.G. Mahadeva, “Suprapatham”, 5, 8th Cross
street, Thirunagar, Karumandapam, Trichy - 620 001,
Thamilnadu, India.

“Started in 1959 as a weekly magazine and trans-
formed into a bi-weekly in 1960 and daily in 1961,
“Eelanaadu” extended its national service in all direc-
tions.

Well organized -for 33 years, “Eelanaadu” wob-
bled after the ethnic trouble, shifted to many places, lost
direction and finally stopped altogether.” In 1990 itself
“Eelanaadu” started straying from Chavakachcheri to
Murugandi, then to Puthukudiyiruppu and was coming
out from those places but could withstand only for a few
vears.” K.G. Mahadeva hailing from Maddakkalappu in
the east joined “Eelanaadu” when he was 21 years old.
He became the editor of “Cheithi”, a weekly tabloid
published from Mahanuwara when he was 27. He
rejoined “Eelanaadu” in late 1970s as its News editor.
K.GM. continues: “The East-SriLanka National Paper



Corporation Chairman, K.C. Thangarajah, his brother
Dr. K. C. Shanmugaratnam, and their nephew B.
Sivanandan were the founders and main shareholders.

The editorial staff had K.P. Haran as Managing
Editor, S.M. Gopalaratnam as News Editor, Raja
Ariyaratnam as the Weekly Editor. The sub editors
were: T.M.Murugaiah, S. Perumal, S. Sabaratnam, K.
Yoganathan and K. Ganeshalingam. Another staffer was
A.V. Maniccam. Later Raja Ariyaratnam became the
-editor of “Eelanaadu

The layout of pages was handled by
Narayanaswamy. The Colombo correspondents were
Pon. Balasundaram, Mahalingasivam and Gamini
Navaratne. Other notable correspondents were:
S. Thiruchelvam, K.Krishnarajah, K. Rasalingam,
R. Sundararaja Sarma, S.R. Gnanasundaram. A.N.S.
Thiruchelvam. Kandaswamy, Balasingham,
K. Thirulogamoorthy and S. Thillainathan. Later other
sub editors were working: M. Manoharan, Peri
Shanmuganathan, Selvi Gunamani, Selvi Pooranam,
Parvathinathasivam, Kanagaratnam, Natarajah and S.
Ganeshanathan. E.K. Rajagopal was another col-
league.”

KGM writes: “In 1983, I was the Jaffna reporter
for “Daily Mirror.” 1 earned the friendship of
Peramunathilake who started “Lanka News Agency”
after having worked as News Editor of “Lankadeepa”,
AP correspondent Patrick Crusz and Reuters editor
Dalton de Silva... In 1982 an English weekly, “Saturday
Review” was started in Jaffna. S. Sivanayagam was the
editor and A.J. Canagaratna was assisting him.

S. Sivanayagam made use of my services for “Saturday
Review”. On July 02, 1983, the government locked the
doors of “Saturday Review” and sealed it. Though short
-lived, the services of Sivanayagam made the rulers in
the north and the Capital think.” S.Thiruchelvam who
joined as official reporter of “Eelanaadu” gained expe-
rience, later joined “Thinakaran” and then served the
SLBC.

Then he elevated himself as editor of “Eela
Murasu”, which was being published from Jaffna in the
1980s... Now he is the Editor of Information Bulletin, in
Canada...” R. Prabaharan who had his training in
“Eelanaadu” and served in it for a few years is now the
Editor of “Virakesari” daily. Many youngsters joined
“Eelanaadu” and they were under my direct supervi-
sion.

The list includes P. Ananthakrishnan (Ananth
Palakidnar, now senior journalist with the “Daily
News”), Senthilnathan and Sivaganeshan (now a senior
journalist with “Thinakkural”). They had acumen to
gather news and pen articles.

Their skill and popularity in the field of news
writing today adds honour and merit to “Eelanaadu”...
Some who have joined “Eelanaadu”s family in the mid-
dle but worked hard, are now in the pinnacle of their
glory. M. Kanamylnathan is editor of “Uthayan”.

S. Perumal is in ‘Uthayan’ weekly, S.K.
Kasilingam is publishing books in France.
S. Kuhanathan is running “Eelanadu” in France.
E. Kandasamy works for a TV channel in France.



The others were: A.S. Muruganandam,
M. Parvathynathasivam, V.N. Balasubramaniam,
A. Rajalingam and Benjamin Rajaratnam. The most
interesting part in KGM’s book is the Part 11 titled
Incidents. The journalist’s adventure amidst political
turmoil and risky atmosphere is vividly written.

He was summoned by the late president Srimavo
Bandarannaike during the regime of the late President
J.R. Jayawardene for publishing an interview with her
by Patrick Crusz who wrote it for the “Daily Mirror”.
The interviewer had sent a copy of this to “Eelanaadu”
as well.

I do not want to explain further because it would

spoil your interest in reading how other media could

misinterpret things. Political commentators in the media

should read this episode in Thamil journalism. parts III

and IV touch on the author contacts with VIPs local and

-abroad. The last section of the book includes excerpts of
reviews in Thamil on his original book in Thamil.

It was called “Ninaivalaihal”. Those who
reviewed were: “Thinathanthi” newspaper in
Thamilnadu, Anthony Jeeva, “Sujatha” (a Thamilnadu
writer), K. Gunarasa (Chengai Aaliyan), Maana
Mackeen, Devakanthan, ‘Ilakkiya’, ‘Kunkumam’,
R.M.Nagalingam, P. Sribhavan and P.U. Lenin.
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