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DIABOLICAL DESIGNS FOR DICTATORSHIP

Over 170 persons were shot or hacked to death and their
bodies were found on roadsides in the southern town of
Hambantota on 21 December. These killings and indeed
most of the killings that have occurred in the recent past,
have been attributed to pro-government death squads
euphemistically referred to in the media as ‘vigilantes’.
Reliable reports indicate that, in addition to deaths that
result from operations by the services, groups of security
service personnel in non-military attire and specially
trained and armed pro-government gangs are roaming
around the country executing people in their dozens at a
time. No one has an accurate count of those killed, but
certainly they tally up to many thousands. The victims are
not confined to alleged JVP men or its supporters. They
include supporters of other opposition parties and inno-
cent people.

It is in this context that the charge made by the Leader
of the Opposition, Mrs. Bandaranaike, in Parliament on 12
January assumes dangerous significance. Raising a
matter of public importance, she said that there was a
conspiracy against the democratic opposition in Sri Lanka
which, if not thwarted, would pave the way for a one party
dictatorial state. She added that it was ‘no secret that
politically backed para-military hit squads continue to
abduct and murder youth through the length and breadth
of the country. In the guise of combatting subversion
thousands of SLFP members had been arrested,
abducted or murdered by the Killer squads. . .It is my duty
to tell this House of the information that has been brought
to my notice with regard to the conspiracy which has been
confirmed by persons in high authority. . .A group of
individuals had been trained in pistol firing at the Gane-
mulla Army Camp and they have been given instructions
to eliminate opposition party cadres, polling agents, family
members and close associates of Members of Parliament.
These killer-groups have completed their training and
have been deployed in different districts to carry out the
lask assigned to them. Prior to their deployment, these
killer-groups have been provided with false army identity
cards. . .Certain lists of persons to be killed have been
given to these killer-squads. . .".

Mrs. Bandaranaike’s charge is a serious one and the
conspiracy she refers to ‘has been confirmed by persons
in high authority’. The events that have taken place since
the government claimed that ‘the entire leadership of the
JVP had been wiped out’ and ‘the match was over’ as far
as the JVP was concerned, the thousands who have been
killed since and are continuing to be killed, and the
unimpeachable evidence available concerning the activi-

ties of death squads and their connection with security
forces give considerable credence to Mrs. Bandar-
anaike’s charge.

Sri Lanka has been under emergency rule for many
years. Backed by many draconian laws, the island has
undergone a process of militarisation affecting many
areas of civilian life. The security forces have been
brought in to manage what essentially have been political
problems. Senior military officers have been appointed
‘Co-ordinating Officers’ for districts enjoying and exercis-
ing powers over and above traditional civilian district
administrators like Government Agents. With the recent
escalation of violence and disruption in the south of the
country, the armed forces have been drawn onto the
centre stage for the management of the day-to-day
political, administrative and security affairs of the country.
A situation has been created in which governance of the
country has become virtually impossible without the active
assistance of the security forces, and the rapidly increas-
ing role of the armed forces have made them more and
more conscious of their own importance.

It is against this background that one envisages the
distinct possibility of a dictatorship by a ruling clique with
the active intervention and participation by the military
being foisted upon the people. It could be that, in order to
eliminate any serious opposition to such a move, a
conspiracy has been hatched to wipe out or weaken the
democratic opposition in the country under the guise of
confronting the JVP. Mrs. Bandaranaike has not given out
any information regarding the personalities behind this
conspiracy. Democracy in Sri Lanka has already suffered
serious inroads in recent years. The Rule of Law has been
fatally undermined. The electoral process has been
subverted. Freedom of expression has become severely
restricted. Meetings and even peaceful protest marches
stand banned. If a move to set up a dictatorship succeeds,
it is not only the opposition parties but the entire people of
the island who would lose even the limited rights they
enjoy at present. Even the presently existing trappings of
democracy will disappear. If Mrs. Bandaranaike is serious
about preventing such a perilous and disastrous turn of
events, she should identify and expose in public those
personalities who are behind such a move and mobilise
the people against it with assistance from other opposition
parties. Making statements in Parliament will not defeat
the diabolical designs of those involved being put into
effect. It is people’s power that has recently brought down
many authoritarian regimes in eastern Europe. It is no less
applicable in the case of Sri Lanka.
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How The LTTE Is Gainin

g Supremacy

As IPKF Pulls Out

Clutching automatic weapons in one
hand and lunch packets in the other,
the young ‘soldiers’ mount two tractor
trailers parked alongside one another
underneath a giant shade tree.
Already stacked away neatly in the
centre of the trailers are boxes of
ammunition and what looks like packs
of dry rations. Only the shining cel-
lophane wrappers of the cream cracker
biscuit packets are clearly visible
among other parcels covered by brown
paper.

The young men from the tender age
of 12 to youthful 24, sit in orderly rows.
They are dressed smartly in jungle
green uniform, khaki coloured pouches
strapped to their chests and ankle high
brown boots — covering their feet,

The long pockets on the pouches hold
- many things — loaded spare magazines
for their weapons, grenades, a tor-
chlight, compass, etc. one of them,
obviously the ‘platoon leader’, had a
new walkie talkie tucked away in the
top pocket. The six inch long antenna
rose over his shoulders.

No pictures

Their ‘commander’ whom I was
speaking to, turned his head every now
and then towards the tractors. At one
stage, he looked towards me, said ‘no
pictures please’ and walked round the
trailers. He gave his boys a pep talk.
There was an air of military de-
meanour as he busied himself giving
advice or simply asking a ‘soldier’ to
straighten out a crumpled pocket or to
move a package that stood in the way.

In his late twenties, the ‘commander’
prefers to call himself only by the
pseudonym ‘Dinesh’. The location is
Chettikulam — a sleepy farming ham-
let trapped on the one side by the
Wilpattu National Park and on the
other by the Vavuniya jungles.

Soon after two more armed youth
take their place on the footboards and
lean towards the driver’s seat, the
convoy moves. The men are waved off
by Dinesh.

They are on one of the many
‘flushing out operations’ to rid their
‘anti-social’ rivals — or simply members
of other rival Tamil groups.

Dinesh is the Vavuniya district
military leader for the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). Together
with Political wing Leader, Jeyam, he
has been operating clandestinely from
hideouts in Vavuniya.

Last month, after Indian troops
folded their tents and moved out from
the Vavuniya district, they came out to
the open. He based his ‘detachment’ in
the outskirts of the Vavuniya town.

By Igbal Athas
from Vavuniya

S & D OPS

Just before the dawn of the New
Year, Dinesh was ordered by his lead-
ers to move to Chettikulam, set up his
‘Forward Headquarters’ there and
flush out what he calls the ‘traitors’. At
the butt end of this ‘offensive’ are
cadres of the People’s Liberation Orga-
nisation of Tamil Eelam (PLOT), the
group that dominated the Vavuniya
district during the pre Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord days, and small groups of the
‘Tamil National Army’ (TNA) spon-
sored by Eelam People’s Revolutionary
Front (EPRLF).

Dinesh accuses the PLOT men of
indulging in a looting spree soon after
the IPKF withdrew from the area. ‘In
the Mussakutti village (five miles
away from Chettikulam), they cut to
death a businessman and robbed his
gold’, he charged.

‘We had to deal with them. Some
died, others were captured alive. Yet
others fled into the jungles’, adds
Dinesh. He refused to give numbers
but one of his aides I spoke to later put
the figure at 48. Another said the
bodies of nine of the dead PLOT mem-
bers were brought to the Chettikulam
bazaar and displayed. Twenty two
more PLOT members were ‘arrested’.

Dinesh said three LTTE members —
Major Ahatiyar, Captain Murali and
Lieutenant Alex — died in the clashes
on New Year’s day. ‘Some are still
hiding in the jungles. We have made
repeated calls to them to surrender. If
they don’t they will face the consequ-
ences’, he warned.

Clearly the LTTE appears to have
ousted the PLOT from its traditional
home base — the Vavuniya district.
There appears to be no organised re-
sistance. On the other hand, armed
LTTE men, like the ones I saw, are on
search and destroy missions in the
surrounding jungles where fleeing
PLOT men are holed up. This way the
LTTE is establishing its supremacy in
the area.

Paradox

The situation is somewhat para-
doxical. It seems as if there is a
two-tiered civil administration in the
area — the North East Provincial Coun-
cil running one through its network of
official establishments and the LTTE
on the other hand liaising with the
people on their day to day problems.
Looking into public complaints has
become a major pre-occupation. They
handle complaints relating to law and
order matters, disputes and a wide

variety of other problems faced by
people in the area.

‘We are looking after all matters in
this area. We have asked the Sri
Lanka Army to advise us before they
move out to any area. When they do so,
we ask one of our men to accompany
them’, a LTTE member told me. [
asked Dinesh about it. His reply: ‘I
cannot speak on such matters without
the approval of the leadership’.

What Dinesh and his boys are doing
in Chettikulam, like his counterparts
and leaders in other districts tell the
story of the LTTE of the nineties.

Unlike in the seventies when the
movement was born and the eighties
when it fought a covert guerrilla bat-
tle, the LTTE of the nineties is a lot
different. :

And what makes the big difference is
its emergence as a ‘conventional army’
in the districts from which the IPKF
has withdrawn —~ Amparai, Batticaloa,
Mannar, Vavuniya, Mullaitivu and
Kilinochchi.

The ‘Forward Headquarters’ at
Chettikulam is very much like any Sri
Lankan security installation. Located
barely 200 yards as the crow flies from
the Sri Lanka Army Camp in Chetti-
kulam, within view of the railway
station, the LTTE base is separated by
the rail track that links Mannar with
Anuradhapura.

Its outer perimeters are surrounded
by sentry points located in bunkers
walled by sand bags. Armed, uni-
formed youth take turns doing guard
duty and report by radio to a ‘com-
mand centre’ located in a cluster of
some eight houses.

Besides one main building, conspi-
cuous by its protruding antennas, the
other houses form the billets. Fuel lay
in barrels. Double cab vehicles with
long aerials lay parked outside. So is a
lorry and a bus, lent by the wealthy in
the area.

Battle zone

The fact that Chettikulam has be-
come a ‘battle zone’ has brought life to
a standstill in the surrounding areas.
There is hardly any movement of traf-
fic along the Vavuniya-Mannar road.
Escorted by a young man from a camp
some ten miles outside Vavuniya we
drove through a jungle track for more
than six miles to fall on to this main
highway.

I counted only one lorry till we
reached midway at Puvarasankulam,
where the LTTE flag fluttered on a 15
foot high pole at the centre of the
junction. From there, the nine mile
journey to Chettikulam was through
another track full of craters. It lasted




4 TAMIL TIMES

15 JANUARY 1990

PFLT Leader Rules Out Peace

With Rival Groups

Gopalasamy Mahendrarajah alias
Mahathaya, the Deputy Leader of the
LTTE, and President of the LTTE’s
newly created political party, Peoples
Front of Liberation Tigers, ruled out
peace talks with rival Tamil groups for
the present, as they continue with
their main task of disarming the
EPRLF created Tamil National Army
(TNA).

The thirty-four-year-old
Mahathaya, deseribed by the Indian
military as a shrewd military strateg-
ist, surfacing publicly for the first time
since the Indian offensive against the
Tigers began in October 1987 told
newsmen in Vavuniya last week that
the other groups were ‘stooges of the
Indian army’.

The people will never forgive them"
for the hardship they were put through
these two years. As you can see they
have been chased away’.

Mahathaya categorically denied
that the Tigers committing themselves
to mainstream politics was a tactical
move on their part to get the IPKF out,
get control of the north-east, and de-
clare Eelam. ‘The question of Eelam
does not arise’.

‘We have been talking to the gov-
ernment from a position of strength
and we believe that the Premadasa
government will honour its pledges
made to the Tamil speaking people’.

Responding to a question on the
possibility of communal clashes in
multi-ethnic Trincomalee when the

IPKF leaves, Mahathaya said they
were confident that the government
would not let that happen.

Although he refused to disclose de-
tails of the talks between the Tiger_

*leadership and the government, he

admitted that substantive issues had
been discussed and called the dialogue
a continuing process.

According to Mahathaya, except for
a few pockets of resistance from TNA
cadres in some of the six districts
vacated by the IPKF, the others were
free of TNA presence.

‘A lot of them have surrendered, and
we have after interrogation released
them to their families. Those we still
have in our custody have to be further
interrogated’. He denied that some of
them were killed.

Those killed in confrontations he
said were less than a hundred in the
six districts and dismissed news re-
ports of a larger casualty figure as
‘exaggeration’.

General Secretary of the PFLT, Mr
Yogaratnam Yogi, associated with
Mahathaya at the interview accused
the Indian army of giving eight
thousand weapons to the TNA. ‘Eight
or ten thousand we can take care of
that’.

Mahathaya attributed the Tigers
success against the Indian army to
advanced military technology and the
dedication of their fighters.

Fighting from the jungles as well as

from the urban areas, he himself came
within a hundred yards of the Indian
army but managed to escape said the
man who would in the next month
begin his political career by activating
what he claimed was an already ex-
isting political structure that would for
the first time in seventeen years of an
armed guerilla struggle put them in
the frontline of mainstream Tamil poli-
tics. What of his leader Vellupillai
Prabakaran. When would he surface.
‘When the need arises’.

What did he think was India’s future
role in the politics of this country.

‘When India decides her Sri Lanka
policy she should take the aspirations
of the Tamil and Muslim minorities
into consideration, something she did
not do when signing the Indo-Lanka
accord in July 1987. India however,
must not interfere either militarily or
politically in the internal affairs of the
island’.

When the IPKF withdraws in entire-
ty from the island, Mahathaya is confi-
dent that the Sri Lanka government
will decide a date for fresh elections for
a north-east council in which he says
rival groups can participate and give
people the chance to choose their rep-
resentative freely.

Mahathaya, who married fellow
militant Kalpana in 1986 is the father
of a one year old.

They live with him he says, ‘in the
jungle’.

- Rita Sebastian

Continued From Page 3

nearly two hours. The return journey
at night through the same route
caused a little unease for my escort. He
knew the Tigers but was worried about
the wild elephants that would cross us.

There were none till we reached
Puvarasankulam. From there to
Vavuniya, Tiger ‘patrols’ on motor
cycles stopped us at least three times,
each time over taking us on the right,
proceeding some distance and doing a
U turn with the head lights pointed in
our direction. '

Time table

The LTTE appears to have set a time’
table of one month to clear the areas
from their rivals. One of their senior
members told me that Mullaitivu, Kili-
nochchi, Amparai and Batticaloa have
already been ‘cleared’. ' ‘

‘But there are still small pockets of
resistance in the thick jungles between
Mannar and Vavuniya’, he said.

This fact was underscored by the
LTTE number two and now leader of
its political arm, (People’s Front of
Liberation Tigers — PFLT), Gopalas-

wamy Mahendrarajah alias

‘Mahathaya’.

Training

The LTTE’s London office and its
representatives in Colombo slotted a
press conference for Mahathaya in the
north last week. Local amd foreign
journalists including Colombo based
Indian correspondents moved to Vavu-
niya to see Mahathaya make his first
debut as PFLT leader. Their schedule
was delayed by more than 40 hours.
The media team was taken from Vavu-
niya to Omanthai and a few more
miles away to a location where
Mahathaya eventually appeared.

Mahathaya did not give details for
his delay although his colleagues were
very apologetic. But he did make one
point. After expressing his regrets for
keeping them waiting Mahathaya
said, in a month from now the media
would be able to reach him by tele-
phone. What he did not say was about
his leader, Velupillai Prabhakaran.

One high-ranking LTTE source in
the area said ‘Thambi Anna’, as
Prabhakaran is fondly called, will also

follow suit.

Whether the one month time table
for ‘total control’ will be on schedule or
not, the LTTE is also busy with a
number of other preparations. Train-
ing camps in the Batticaloa and Mul-
laitivu districts, besides other areas,
are training new recruits in large
numbers. A tailoring establishment in
the Jaffna peninsula is busy stitching
uniforms round the clock.

With more ‘soldiers’ to swell its
‘army’ and strong public support in the
areas they operate, the LTTE has come
to stay.

SAl CATERING

for all occasions

* Weddings
* Children‘s Parties
* Dinner Parties

For more information

Contact 01-647 9069

(Evenings & weekends only)
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- 1989 The Year of The Bodies
Prospects for Peace, Uncertain in 1990

January second marked the first

anniversary of President Ranasinghe

Premadasa’s term of office. Addressing
the nation from the historic Octagan in
the premises of the Temple of the
Tooth in Kandy, where, a year earlier
he had committed himself to ‘serve the
people’, the President re-pledged that
same commitment calling on the peo-
ple to ‘join hands and hearts to reunite
the country’.

What are the prospects for peace
now, than they were a year ago?

The auspicious start to 1989 when a
‘common man’s man’ was voted into
the highest office in the land and the
hope that he would see an end to the
violence of the preceding year, was
however short-lived, with the country
soon finding itself embroiled in an orgy
-of unprecedented violence.

As the year wore on and the counter-
subversive operations by government
forces intensified, there surfaced a
number of vigilante death squads who
struck with unrelenting ferocity.

1989, as someone very crudely putit,
was ‘the year of the bodies’. Bullet-
riddled, disfigured, necklaced with
burning tyres, hacked into pieces or
heads severed, they lay on the main
highways, in the villages, or floated
down the country’s rivers. Unidenti-
fied, they were, after people had their
fill of the gruesome sight, burnt in a
common funeral pyre, dumped in a
mass grave or in some instances, left to
be eaten by stray dogs.

As the parties to the conflict fought
it out, innocent civilians became the
hapless victims.

In the closing months of 1989 howev-
er, the Premadasa government scored
what it would describe as major
triumphs. The Janatha Vimukti Pera-
muna (JVP) leadership had been eli-
minated and the Tamil Tigers, en-
gaged in an armed struggle with gov-
ernment forces for seventeen long
years, sought and gained political rec-
ognition for their political wing, com-
mitting themselves to mainstream
politics.

The other Tamil groups cried foul at
the retention of the LTTE’s military
wing, pointing to it as a very negation
of the principle of democratic politics.
LTTE ideologue Dr Anton Balasing-
ham, who conducted the LTTE’s first
ever press conference in Colombo to
introduce the LTTE’s new party and
its manifesto, defended their stand
saying it would be suicidal to disband
its military wing, when all the other
groups were armed, and there was no
proper security arrangement to war-
r oatit.

The Tamil National Council, com-

By Rita Sebastian

prising the EPRLF, TELO, ENDLF
and PLOTE, has admitted its own
military outfit in the form of a North-
East Militia. :

Although the Sri Lankan govern-
ment has denied any collusion between
the LTTE and the Sri Lankan forces,
there seems to be a tacit understand-
ing that the government forces will
turn the other way when LTTE cadres
take on the North-East Militia, or for
that matter its other rivals. The Tigers
are of course quick to point out that
they have repeatedly appealed to
cadres of the North-East Militia to
surrender and what they are engaged
in, is a disarming exercise.

In whatever terminology one de-
scribes the internecine warfare that
has been going on in the IPKF vacated
areas, State Minister for Defence Ran-
jan Wijeratne is on record that in the
townships in the six districts from
where the IPKF has moved out ‘there
is peace’.

In a special statement issued by the
Tamil National Council from their
headquarters in Trincomalee (On
January 1st), while reiterating their
‘commitment to peace and democracy’
has warned the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment that unless all the Tamil groups
are brought into the discussions to end
the conflict in the North-East, they
would be ‘compelled to embark on an
alternative course to find a permanent
solution to the political problems of the
Tamil speaking people’.

Whether the unilateral declaration
of independence in the region is that
alternative, has not been spelt out,
given today’s ground reality it would
be the impossible dream.

Crucial to the North-East issue
however is the withdrawal of the IPKF
from the two remaining districts of
Jaffna and Trincomalee which would
complete IPKF de-induction in its en-
tirety. The Tigers have demonstrated
in no uncertain terms what the scenar-
io would be when the last of the Indian
soldiers has left the island.

Minister Ranjan Wijeratne’s second
visit to Delhi in a matter of weeks since
the new government in India took
office, spells out the Colombo govern-
ment’s dissatisfaction over the new
timeframe of March thirtyfirst for a
complete de-induction of the IPKF.

Colombo is anxious that there
should be a more expeditious with-
drawal from the two remaining dis-
tricts which though they constitute
only twenty percent of the land area of
the North-East region, are in terms of
importance, the two major districts in
the region.

What next after the IPKF has with-
drawn, and what of the future of the
North-East Council?

There is a great deal of uncertainty
and confusion about the North-East
Provincial Council in the wake of the
LTTE demand that the Council be
dissolved and fresh elections be held
for the North-East Province. The
LTTE’s entry into mainstream politics
could only be through such an election.

Government spokesmen have not
been clear on the dissolution issue and
the holding of fresh elections.

Bradman Weerakoon, special advi-
sor to the President on international
affairs, in an interview with the BBC,
a few months ago, ruled out the ques-
tion of dissolution of the Council on the
premise that it was a lawfully consti-
tuted body.

The Foreign Affairs and Defence
Minister Ranjan Wijeratne on the
other hand, in a recent statement
indicated that a new election may be
necessary for the LTTE to join main-
stream politics.

Uncertainty also looms over the con-
stitutional position over the dissolu-
tion. If constitutional procedures relat-
ing to such dissolution are to be fol-
lowed it will be proper for the Governor
to exercise those powers only on the
advice of the Chief Minister of the
Council, or where it appears that the
Chief Minister has clearly lost the
confidence of the majority of the mem-
bers of the Council.

The EPRLF administration which
has an overwhelming majority in the
North-East Provincial Council risks
losing its authority only in the event of
a negative vote of the ENDLF and the
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress. If howev-
er there is no such vote of no-
confidence the only other provision is
for the President, if he is convinced
that there is a breakdown of the admi-
nistrative machinery, or failure in-
directly of the Provincial Council to
carry on in accordance with the law, to
assume all powers of the Chief Minis-
ter and further declare that all powers
of the Council will be exercised by
Parliament. Such a proclamation will
not constitute a dissolution but cripple
the Provincial Council to such an ex-
tent, that it will be incapable of func-
tioning autonomously.

Even such a proclamation by the
President is subject to judicial deter-
mination, and a judge of the supreme
court will be required to report on
whether the grounds on which the
proclamation was made were
adequate.

Continued on Page 10
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SECURITY ALERT —~¢

FOR TULF MPs

Most of the Members of Parliament
belonging to the TULF (EPRLF,
ENDLF & TELO) representing consti-
tuencies in the North-East have now
moved into Colombo with their fami-
lies fearing LTTE attacks. A TULF MP
who did not want to be identified said
that he had to ‘leave everything behind
and virtually flee to Colombo fearing a
Tiger invasion of the district. It looks
as if we could never go back to our
home towns’. Even in Colombo, their
movements were severely restricted by
the grim reality that .LTTE cadres
operated quite freely, the MP added.

It is also learnt that most of the
Members of Parliament belonging to
EROS also have moved their residence
to Colombeo.

In the meantime, the Defence Minis-
try has advised all TULF Members of
Parliament who have moved residence
to Colombo to adopt extra security
measures following intelligence re-
ports that they could be targets of
certain Tamil militant groups, accord-
ing to a report in THE ISLAND of 11
January.

Quoting senior security officials, the
report said that TULF MPs had been
warned not to move about in the city
and its outskirts without adequate
security as the threat was real. Asked
about the advice given by the Defence
Ministry, a TULF MP remarked, ‘We
have been asked to ensure that we are
covered (security-wise) at all times’.

PLAN TO KILL
RANJAN WIJERATNE

The government has claimed an
alleged ‘subversive’ plan to kill Foreign
Minister Ranjan Wijeratne by ram-
ming a car packed with explosives into
the Minister’s vehicle has been unco-
vered.

Military Secretary Brigadier Lucky
Algama told a news conference the
assassination attempt was revealed by
captured JVP leaders arrested during
operations carried out by Operation
Combine which is responsible for the
security of the Colombo metropolitan
area and the suburbs.

During these operations the Army
succeeded in capturing the hierarchy
of the subversives responsible for the
campaign of anarchy — the leaders for
Colombo district, the military and
propaganda wings Brigadier Algama
said.

By interrogating the Colombo dis-
trict military wing leader, an engineer-
ing undergraduate named Pieris, they
managed to find out the location of a
safe house which was known only to
him.

When this house was raided a 22-

year-old woman and another JVP lead- e
er were arrested and 75 kilogrammes ~

of explosives recovered.

This raid enabled them to trace the
car that was to be used in the assas-
sination attempt which was found at
the house of a-medical student in
Maharagama, on December 27, Briga-
dier Algama said. Wires and other
paraphernalia required to make the
car bomb were recovered from another
safe house in Bomiriya, Kaduwela.

oontd A Gt 3
FRESH NORTH-EAST

PC ELECTIONS
IN APRIL

In a recent interview, Sri Lanka’s
Foreign Minister Ranjan Wijeratne
hinted at the possibility of holding
fresh elections for the North-East Pro-
vincial Council in April this year. He
expressed this view on the assumption
that the IPKF would depart by the.end
of February.

Stating that the LTTE would partici-
pate in the fresh elections, the Minister
added, ‘We should give them at least
three months to go and canvass and
open up their political offices and find
suitable candidates to fight the elec-
tions’.

Commenting on clashes between the
pro-EPRLF Tamil National Army and
the LTTE, the Minister said that this
was happening because the militant
Tamil groups were trying to gain sup-
remacy over one another. One group
was trying to outdo the other. ‘We
want to bring sanity and get them to
the democratic process, to accept the
will of the people and to get on with the
development of their areas’, the Minis-
ter added.

The Minister’s indication of fresh
elections would seem to confirm the
view that the government had con-
ceded the LTTE’s demand for the dis-
solution of the present North-East Pro-
vincial Council administration.

POLITICAL
ACTIVITIES BANNED

The Government on 6 January by
gazette notification under the Public
Security Ordinance banned all activi-
ties, political or otherwise, in places of
work, educational institutions and pre-
mises of community residence of work-
ers and students.

These regulations have also debar-
red any person from entering such
workplace, educational institution or
residential premises without prior per-
mission of the person in charge of such
institution.

The regulations further taboo any
person holding any meeting, rally, de-
monstration, procession, display post-
ers or placards within such workplace,
educational institution or residential
premises without the permission of the
person in charge.

The notification states —

Any person who contravenes or fails
to comply with any provision of these
regulations, shall be guilty of an off-
ence and shall on conviction after trial
before a magistrate be liable to rigor-
ous imprisonment for a term not less
than three months and not exceeding
five years and to a fine of not less than
five hundred rupees and not exceeding
five thousand rupees.

Any Police Officer, or any member of
the Sri Lanka Army, the Sri Lanka
Navy or the Sri Lanka Air Force, who
requires to enter such place of work,
institution imparting education or pre-
mises, for the purpose of performance
of their functions under these regula-
tions, shall keep informed the person
in charge of such workplace, institu-
tion or premises.

Provided that where any person is
arrested at such workplace, institution
or premises, the officer making the
arrest shall inform the person in
charge of such workplace, institution
or premises of the fact of the making of
such arrest.

The regulations have been made by
the President under Section 5 of the
Public Security Ordinance (Chapter
40).

Brigadier Algama said the plot had
been hatched about one month before
the assassination of JVP leader Roha-
na Wijeweera and it was to be put into
effect shortly after Christmas.

The plan was to use the car packed
with explosives to ram Minister Wi-
Jjeratne’s vehicle while he was riding to
Parliament, he said.

However it was not known when the
assassination attempt was to be car-
ried out or at which junction. Nor did
they know how the explosives in the
car were to be detonated, he added.

A man named Robert had been
selected by the subversives to drive the
car bomb into the Minister’s vehicle,
but the architects of the plan obviously
operating on a ‘need to know’ basis had
not told him the car was to be packed
with TNT, Brigadier Algama also said.

Because of the possibility that he
would baulk at the idea of a suicide
attack Robert had only been told to
block Mr. Wijeratne’s car, Brigadier
Algama said.

He put it this way: ‘If the Sri Lankan
Tamil groups know that there is a
haven for them in Tamil Nadu, they
will fight in the island and come run-
ning, swimming and jumping to Tamil
Nadvu’.

On the other hand, if Karunanidhi
makes it clear to them that they should
not expect his sympathy, goodwill and
a safe shelter in his state so long as the
groups fight each other, they may
come to their senses and stop fighting.

‘After they stop fighting, all the
problems in the North and the East are
resolved’, Wijeratne said.
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LTTE FORMS POLITICAL PARTY

g‘he Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
the dominant Tamil militant group,
has transformed its political wing into
a political party, according to a press
release issued on 21 December.

Named the People’s Front of Libera-
tion Tigers, the party has received
official recognition by the Sri Lankan
Election Commissioner. The LTTE’s
deputy leader, Mr. Mahendrarajah,
known as Mahattaya, is the President
of the new party and Mr. Yogaratnam
Yogi will function as its General
Secretary. The party is to have a red
flag of rectangular shape with the
Tiger emblem in the centre.

The new party has announced its
aims and objectives comprising ten
points.

At a press conference in Colombo on
20 December, LTTE’s chief spokesman
Anton Balasingham said that the
LTTE leader Velupillai Prabhakaran
would continue to head the military
wing which would also continue and
not be disbanded considering the pre-
sent ‘concrete conditions’.

Explaining why the LTTE had
formed a political party, Mr. Balasing-
ham said ‘we have renounced violence
as a means to achieve political ends,
and we are registering as a political

party. This is a significant develop-*=

ment’,

He reiterated that the LTTE was
prepared to accept the provincial coun-
cil structure as an ‘interim arrange-
ment’, although considering it ‘totally
inadequate’, and would contest the
election.

But in an earlier interview, Bala-
singham said the group had asked the
government to repeal the controversial
Sixth Amendment to the Constitution,
which required politicians and public
servants to disavow separatism.

‘The Constitution should not con-
strain us from articulating our ideolo-
gy’, he asserted.

But he did not say whether the new
party had formally subscribed to the
Sixth Amendment to Sri Lanka’s Con-
stitution which requires the eschewing
of ‘separatism’ for recognition as a
political party.

Asked if the LTTE had given up its
demand for a separate Tamil state of
Eelam, Balasingham said: ‘It is not
prudent for us to give up Eelam. The
demand is there’.

Post-Election Talks

He said the LTTE would enter talks
with the people of the north and east
after the provincial election to find a
permanent political solution to their
problems.

He denied reports that the LTTE
and the Sri Lankan army had Jjointly

attacked the so-called Tamil National
Army, military wing of the rival Eelam
People’s Revolutionary Front, in the
eastern Amparai and Batticaloa dis-
tricts, but admitted that the Sri Lank-
an forces were aware of impending
attacks.

‘We have advised the Sri Lankan
government not to allow its forces to
launch offensive operations against
the TNA, as that would be used for
prolonging the stay of the IPKF in the
island’, he said. ‘The police were told
that the LTTE would do the job for
them.

‘If there is an .understanding be-
tween the Sri Lanka government and
the LTTE after six months of painstak-
ing talks, it can’t be construed as
diabolical’.

In answer to a question he denied
that the ‘Tigers are the cat’s-paw of the
government’, :

While upholding the LTTE’s right tc
arm its cadres, he rejected suggestions
that the group enter a cease-fire agree-
ment with the rival Tamil groups and
the TNA, which he dubbed a ‘proxy
army of RAW (Research and Analysis
Wing)’, India’s external intelligence
outfit.

Mr. Balasingham said that the
LTTE would continue to fight the TNA
and said the Tigers ‘were involved in a
struggle to disarm the TNA’ and they
had already succeeded in Amparai and
Batticaloa and said that the ceasefire
that the LTTE had declared did not
apply to the TNA.

Asked why he thought it proper that
the LTTE should carry arms while the

TNA could not, Mr. Balasingham said

that it was not possible to equate the
LTTE with the Tamil National Army.
The LTTE had been in existence for 17
years and was recognised as a force
fighting for national liberation. The
TNA on the other hand had been
hurriedly created and armed by India
and was not a genuine force. Mr.
Balasingham parried questions about
the assistance that the LTTE had
received from India in the form of arms
and training in the pre-accord period,
by saying that the LTTE had become a
strong, self-sufficient force even before
they received Indian support. Asked
how long the LTTE intended to remain
an armed force, Mr. Balasingham said
that after the IPKF pulled out of Sri
Lanka and once the TNA was dis-
banded, the LTTE would arrive at an
agreement with the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment under which the military
wing can be transformed and assimi-
lated into the security arrangements
that would be made for the north and
east.

He made clear that the issue of
laying-down arms waslinked, tothe

safety and security of the Tamil-
speaking people.

He warned that any attempt to
forcibly disarm the Tigers would lead
to disaster for the whole country.

According to the LTTE's press release, the
aims and objectives of the party will be:

1. To fight for the social, political and econo-
mic emancipation of the Tamil and Muslim
masses.

2. To fight against all forms of oppression,
discrimination and exploitation of the Tamils
and Muslims.

3. To fight for the right of self determination of
the Tamils and Muslims.

4. To protect and preserve the geographical
identity and integrity of the traditional home-
lands of the Tamils and Muslims.

5. To eliminate the oppressive caste system
and work towards the establishment of an
equalitarian social formation.

6. To fight and defend the rights and interests
of all workers and peasants.

7. To work towards communal peace har-

mony and co-existence.

8. To fight against the oppression of women *

and support the struggle for women'’s libera-
tion.

doms and democratic rights of all the people
of the island.

10. To support the world national liberation :

struggles against imperialism and neo-
colonialism.

The PFLT has embraced democratic

9. To fight for the defence of political free-

socialism as its political and theoretical ideol- .
ogy. The Party holds the view that democratic .
ideals of liberty, equality, social justice and
self determination are essential components .

of an authentic socialist system. The Party

advocates a socialist political system based

on democratic principles, an ideal political
society that would enhance the material and
spiritual development of human beings.

The People’s Front of Liberation Tigers

shall be constituted with the following struc- .

tures.

1. Members.

2. People’s Committees (! Village Units)

3. Regional People’s Committees (AGA Divi-
sion Branches)

4. District People’s Committees (District :

Branches)

5. Student Organisation

6. Women's Front

7. Trade Union’s Federation

8. General Council .

9. Politburo (Central Executive Committee)

Any person over 18 years of age who
accepts the aims, objectives and the prog-
ramme of the Party and is prepared to abide
by the rules and regulations of the Party shall
be eligible for membership of the Party.

The Party members shall be enrolled
through the People’s Committees or through
the Political Commissar of the Region or
District.

The Liberation Tigers are agreeable to
multiparty democracy and they are ready for
the Provincial Council elections which can be
supervised by an International team of obser-
vers including journalists. All parties can
contest and campaign in the poll freely. The
newly formed PFLT will contest the elections
under the Provincial Council framework only
as an interim measure. After the elections, as
the elected representatives of our people, the
Liberation Tigers will negotiate with the Sri
Lankan Government for the permanent re-
solution of the question of Tamil and Muslim

- people’, the statement concluded.
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Sri Lanka losés count of thousands killed

COLOMBO, Dec 29 (PTI)

Sri Lanka saw so much violence during
the year that it lost count of the
thousands killed even though new ex-
ecutive President Ranasinghe Pre-
madasa assumed office promising to
restore peace through the cardinal
policy of ‘consultation, compromise and
consensus’.

Instead of the three ‘C’s’, the island
nation of 16 million witnessed a fourth
‘C’, confrontation — between security
forces and the extremists (both Sing-
halese and Tamil), between IPKF and
LTTE and among rival Tamil groups.
Sri Lanka was also on a virtual ‘con-
frontation’ course for a while with
India after an ultimatum by President
Premadasa to India to take back all
troops.

Starting with anti-Indian demon-
strations demanding immediate with-
drawal of the IPKF and abrogation of
the July 1987 accord, a violent Janata
Vimukti Peramuna (JVP) campaign
turned into an anti-government agita-
tion demanding fresh presidential and
parliamentary elections. The agitation
snowballed into a transport strike that
spread to government departments
and hospitals.

Terming the November 1988 pres-
idential and February 1989 parliamen-
tary elections as ‘a fraud on the public’,
the JVP went on with its violent
campaign to dislodge the government
forcing the authorities to reimpose
emergency on June 30.

Five and a half years of emergency
was enough and ‘I hope we will never
have to reintroduce it again’, the Presi-
dent had asserted while withdrawing
the emergency immediately after
assuming office on January 2.

The emergency has since been ex-
tended by parliament on a monthly
basis.

Despite offers of general amnesty
and several rounds of unilateral cease-
fire, President Premadasa failed to get
the Sinhala extremist JVP to the nego-
uating table. The resultant confronta-
won saw many killings, both by the
extremists and security forces, mostly
m the Sinhala majority JVP stron-
gholds of central and southern parts of
the island.

The emergence of death squads of
anti~J VP vigilante groups added a new
dimension. Bullet-riddled bodies of sus-
pected JVP activists and their suppor-
ters and sympathisers lying scattered
an the roadside, often smouldering in a
pile of used tyres, became a regular
gruesome sight. The average daily
death toll of 25 crossed on some days
the 100 and occasionally the 200 mark.
Most of these retaliatory killings
generally followed the murder by JVP

- vy

P

of the family members of security force
personnel.

The security operations succeeded
towards the year end in eliminating
almost all the top leaders of the mili-
tant organisation. JVP supremo Roha-
na Wijewera and his deputy Upatissa
Gamanayake were captured and killed
while in custody in early November
and the official account of the cir-
cumstances created a lot of doubts.
Left opposition and human rights
activists said the two were eliminated
by the security forces in a pre-planned
manner. Most Lankans tend to believe
them than the officials.

As the situation in the Sinhala
majority areas worsened and mount-
ing pressure came from the united
opposition and the powerful Buddhist
clergy, President Premadasa offered to
consider amendment of the constitu-
tion and constitute an all-party interim
government provided all political par-
ties including the JVP agreed.

At one stage, he suggested a referen-
dum to decide whether the executive
presidency should be replaced by a
parliamentary form of government
with a prime minister responsible to
parliament — a demand pressed by five
major opposition parties.

Though the government’s efforts to
deal with the JVP were met only with
limited success, its efforts with the
Tamil militants were an unexpected
success.

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), the dominant Tamil
militant organisation, in a surprise
move, accepted the offer of President
Premadasa and came to the negotiat-
ing table in April. '

Besides a ceasefire by the LTTE with
Sri Lanka forces that was later ex-
tended to the IPKF on a reciprocal
basis in September, the peace talks led
to the militants converting their poli-
tical unit into a full-fledged political
party that has won recognition from
the election commission.

This has cleared the deck for the
LTTE to join mainstream politics.

While the LTTE and the Sri Lankan
government say the TNA was trained
and armed by the IPKF, India has
categorically denied the allegation and
Perumal has argued that the TNA was
actually a name given by the Sri
Lankan government to volunteers re-
cruited and trained for absorption into
the legally constituted Citizens Volun-
teer Force (CVF). The CVF was raised
much before its recognition by the Sri
Lankan government, Perumal said,
complaining that the Colombo admi-
nistration backed out of its commit-
ment to raise the CVF strength to
7,000 from the recognised strength of
2000.

The LTTE has now offered to contest
elections in the north-east expecting
the Sri Lankan government to dissolve
the present council led by the EPRLF,
and the IPKF to completely withdraw
before the elections.

The IPKF withdrawal issue con-
tinues to cause concern to the Lankan
government as a section of the force
still remains at the end of the year.

A sudden ultimatum by President
Premadasa on June 1 to India to
withdraw the IPKF before July 29 took .
not only India but members of his own
cabinet by surprise and led to the brink
of a major confrontation with India.

Hectic diplomatic activities in both
the capitals ultimately saved the situa-
tion. On September 18, India declared
that it would do its best to complete the
IPKF withdrawal by December 31,
while Sri Lanka reiterated it would
take all steps to ensure safety and
security of the people of the northeast
and expedite devolution of powers to
the provincial administration. The
IPKF also announced a cessation of
hostilities against the LTTE.

But the situation took a turn for the
worse as rival Tamil groups fought to
establish their supremacy in the areas
vacated by the IPKF.

When a change in the government
took place at Delhi following general
elections, the Sri Lanka government
was prompt in its attempt to establish
rapport with the administration of
Prime Minister V P Singh and rushed
Foreign Minister Ranjan Wijeratne to
Delhi even before the new government
could settle down.

The LTTE alsc expressed a similar
desire. A round of discussions took
place in Madras between the LTTE
and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Karu-
nanidhi, acting at the behest of the
Prime Minister, but a concrete out-
come may take shape only in the new
year.

THE INDIAN POST, Bombay,
Saturday, December 30, 1989
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Honouring a Heroine and Martyr -

‘Reggie Siriwardena
(Reporting from Jaffna)

‘She was a heroine of human rights’,
said Martin Ennals, speaking at the
Rajani Thiranagama Commemoration
Meeting in Jaffna, ‘and is now a mar-
tyr’. The words didn’t belong to the
fulsome vocabulary of post-mortem
eulogies; they were nothing more than
the simple truth. Rajani was an ex-
traordinary woman, and her role in
Jaffna during the agonies of her people
in the post-1987 period was proof of her
enormous courage, total commitment
and tireless activism in the human
rights causes she served.

. She choose to return to Jaffna after
her academic training abroad, at a
time when scholars and Professionals —
not only from the North but also from
the South — were flying away as plenti-
fully as migrating birds. With her
brilliant intellect and distinguished
academic record, she could easily have
found a comfortable nest in one of the
cities of Europe or America, but these
possibilities she rejected.

During the last two years she single-
handedly ran the Department of Ana-
tomy at the Jaffna University, and her

students testify that they found her -

not only an inspiring teacher but also a
warm friend, a trusted counsellor and
a source of succour in times of distress..
But her greatest service to the people
of Jaffna, and indeed to the indivisible
cause, of peace, democracy and human
rights in Sri Lanka, was in the found-
ing of UTHR (University Teachers for
Human Rights), in which she was the
Principal activist. UTHR retained its
independence of all political parties
and groups, of the IPKF and the Sri
Lankan State. In its three reports so
far issued as well as in the manuscript
The Broken Palmyrah (still to be pub-
lished), it has recorded impartially and
objectively all violations of human
rights, irrespective of whether they
were committed by, the IPKF or by
militant groups.

This however, was only part of Ra-
jani’s activity in these years. She inter-
vened personally on behalf of people
who were victims of injustice, came to

the help of women who had been raped -

or had lost a member of the family,
strove to defend the rights of freedom
of speech, writing and organisation, as
well as the rights of women. Her vision
was one that rose above fanatical and
destructive nationalism and the re-
liance on coercive violence. What she
worked towards was the restoration of
free democratic life in Jaffna, based on
the activity of the people. And it is for
this that she died. )

Six days before her death Rajani
wrote in a letter: ‘One day some gun

GARLAND FOR RAJANI

You refused to eat the bounteous and bitter bread

of exile; returned to live with the hot breath

of death pursuing you, yet held your head high. ;
They shot you like a dog in the street, but that death
will be remembered as their shame, your pride.

1 bring you no wreath, flowers as for a bride.

R.S.

will silence me. And it will not be held
by an outsider, but by a son — born in
the womb of this very society — from a
woman with whom my history is
shared’. Running away was alien to
her nature, but what must have sus-
tained her in this premonition of her
death was the knowledge that she had
built a consciousness and a nucleus of
people which would live after her,
perhaps that her very blood would
fertilise the social movement she had
begun. ,
‘And so it proved — in the impressive
two-day commemoration and peace
march organised for the 60th day of
her death by UTHR and the Jaffna
University Students Union.
‘MADAM’S VALUES ARE NOT
DEAD’ said one of the placards carried
on the march, ‘THEY LIVE ON IN
THE HEARTS OF HER STUDENTS’.
Over 600 people — students, university
teachers and representatives from the
south — attended the seminar on hu-
man rights and the commemoration
meetings on the two days. The interna-
tional esteem and respect that Rajani
had won for her work was signified by
the presence of several distinguished
human rights and women’s rights
activists — British, Dutch, Tanzanian,
Indian and Pakistani. One of them,
Nighat Khan from Pakistan, proposed
the appointment of an independent
three-member team from India, Pakis-
tan and Bangladesh to investigate the
killing, and the commemoration meet-
ing endorsed the proposal

PEACE MARCH

The peace march through the city
was a moving experience in a city that
had not known such an independent
mobilisation for many years. The post-
ers plastered on the city walls and the
placards (in three languages) carried
on the march testified to the firm
commitment of the participants to peo-
ple’s rights and against violence. ‘NO
HUMAN RIGHTS, NO LIBERA-
TION’; ‘STOP ALL POLITICAL KILL-
INGS’, said some of them. Others—in a
newspaper-less city where papers, both
Jaffna and Colombo-produced, had

been banned by different groups,
appealed for the freedom of the press.
Some posters and placards forthrightly
condemned the practice of violence
(‘BARBARISM STRIKES AGAINY;
‘MURDERERS, HANDS OFF THE
UNIVERSITY?); others sought to
reason with those who resorted to it. I
was particularly struck by one pasted
on a city wall whose deviation from the
Queen’s English testified to its authen-
ticity as a student utterance. It read:
‘DEAR OUR MILITANT BROTHERS;
WE SALUTE TO YOUR SACRIFICE,
BUT WE DISAGREE WITH YOUR
METHODS, WHICH IS DES-
TROYING BOTH YOURSELVES
AND US. PLEASE THINK CON-
STRUCTIVELY".

I came away from Jaffna with only
one regret — that there was nobody
from the southern campuses among
the twenty-odd people who travelled
up there. If they had come, they could
at least, like the rest of us, have learnt
something. Would such initiative and
such courage have been possible on
any campus in the south two months
after the killing of a member of uni-
versity community?

Continued From Page 5

The only way now for the dissolution
of the North-East Council is for Chief
Minister Varatharajah Perumal to be
persuaded to recommend to the Gov-
ernor that the Council be dissolved.
Although the Chief Minister did, a few
months back, offer to dissolve the
Council to accommodate the LTTE, it
seems quite unlikely now in view of the
armed conflict between the groups.
Once again it will be India who will be
called upon to mediate between the
groups, since the Colombo govern-
ment’s efforts so far have failed.

Although the LTTE has committed
itself to a multi-party democracy in the
region, there are serious doubts
whether that kind of scenario is possi-
ble now, given the reality on the
ground that the LTTE holds the whip
hand.

The people — Sinhalese and Tamils —
yearn for peace, but prospects are
quite uncertain for 1990.
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ALL POLITICAL
ACTIVITY BANNED
IN VARSITIES

All political activities, rallies, meetings
and demonstrations have been banned
within the premises of all universities
in Sri Lanka when they are reopened.
This is one of the ten conditions laid
down by the Defence Ministry for the
reopening of universities.

Police will be empowered to enter
any university premises and to arrest
any student without the authority of
the Vice-Chancellor contrary to the
previous practice which required prior
permission to be obtained before any
police entry into the universities.

Another condition stipulated that no
outsiders should be permitted in the
University premises without authority
and any presence of outsiders should
be brought to the notice of the author-
ities.

All students who return on reopen-
ing of universities are to be issued with
new identity cards.

The Inter-University Students Fed-
eration condemned the conditions as
‘the latest conspiracy against the stu-
dents delivered in the wrapping of
reopening’. ‘These repressive and slav-
ish conditions alias military rule is the
death knell of freedom of thought,
expression and speech that is a basic
ingredient not only of academic free-
dom but also of democracy’.

The Federation of University
Teachers Association (FUTA), at a
joint meeting held with the Minister of
Higher Education, the University
Grants Commission and the Vice-
Chancellors of the Universities,
asserted that several conditions laid
down for the reopening of the Universi-
ties could lead to provocative situations
resulting in the disruption of universi-
ty education once again.

IPKF EXPEDITES
WITHDRAWAL

The Indian Peace Keeping Force has
effected total withdrawal from six of
the eight districts they were occupying
since July 1987, and they are Amparai,
Batticaloa, Mannar, Vavuniya, Mul-
laitivu and Kilinochchi districts.

The two remaining districts are Jaff-
na and Trincomalee. Recent reports
indicate that even in these districts,
the IPKF have already vacated from
most of their outlying camps. In the
Jaffna district, their presence is li-
mited to the Jaffna city itself and the
majority of them are in the Jaffna
Fort. They had even vacated the Gov-
emment Agent’s Residency which was
used as the IPKF Head Quarters.
Reports also indicate that the IPKF is
mo Irnger engaged in any routine op-
era: ns.

Even in the Trincomalee district, the
IPKF presence is concentrated within
a few miles radius of the city itself.

LTTE sources confirm that consider-
able numbers of men and enormous
quantities of military hardware are
being hurriedly despatched to the ports
of Kankesanthurai in the North and
Trincomalee in the east. Indications
are that efforts are being made to
effect total withdrawal before the 31
March deadline set by the new govern-
ment in Delhi.

MUSLIMS WANT
33% POWER SHARING

Leaders of many organisations repre-
senting the Muslim community have
told the Minister of Higher Education,
Science and Technology, A.C.S
Hameed, who met them on behalf of
the government, that they were not
prepared to accept a North-East mer-
ger under one Provincial Council
under the present set-up but were
willing to consider it under one that
provided legislative guarantee of 33%
power sharing in the Eastern Province
for the Muslim community.

Among the organisations which
have been holding discussions, which
took place dn December 24 and 28,
with Mr. Hameed were the SLFP,
UNP, SLMC, DWC, Muslims United
Liberation Front (MULF), All Ceylon
Muslim League, Council of Muslims of
Sri Lanka, EROS and ENDLF. The
representatives of these organisations
also had discussions with M.H.
Mohamed, the Speaker of the Parlia-
ment.

These organisations are reported to
have already set up a Land Matters
Committee and additional Committees
covering education, employment and
finance are expected to be set up
shortly to formulate concrete proposals
to be submitted to the government on
behalf of the Muslim community.

WORLD BANK
CRITICAL OF
JANASAVIYA PROJECT

President Premadasa’s much publi-
cised ‘poverty alleviation programme’,
known as Janasaviya, and the school
mid-day programme have come under
criticism in a report by the World
Bank. The report regarded the Janasa-
viya programme as being ‘not an effec-
tive anti-poverty programme because
it was poorly targetted; it did not
address the long term causes of pover-
ty and finally it was too costly’.

As for the mid-day meal programme,
it says that this programme failed to
reach the population which is most
nutritionally at risk, i.e. pre-school
children.

As an alternative to the JSP, the
World Bank has suggested that in the

future it would be ‘probably desirable
not to discontinue the National Food
Stamp Programme, but to improve its
targetting’.

In view of the criticism, the govern-
ment decided to contain the overall
expenditure on Janasaviya, National
Food Stamps and School mid-day meal
to no more than 3.5 per cent of the
country’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP).

‘The decisions, together with the
new tax revenue measure envisaged in
1989 and 1990 ... should allow a
gradual reduction in the fiscal deficit to
10.4 per cent of GDP in 1990, nine per
cent in 1991 and eight per cent in
1992’, the Bank predicted.

The government’s decision to res-
tructure the JSP ‘has avoided the
numerous budgetary and economic
pressures, as well as the social ten-
sions, that the large scale implementa-
tion of the JSP would have inevitably
brought about’, the WB report said.

MP’S WIFE & SON
ABDUCTED
& RELEASED

Mr. Sam Thambimuttu, TULF MP for
Batticaloa District, has written to
President Premadasa complaining ab-
out the raid on his Batticaloa residence
in the course of which his wife and son
were abducted allegedly by a group of
LTTE men after they had shot dead
four bodyguards.

Mr. Thambimuttu said that a 30
member LTTE gang which stormed his
house on 12 December had assaulted
his wife and son in the course of
kidnapping them. They had also dam-
aged household goods and removed
cash, jewellery and other valuables
amounting to over Rs.400,000. A part
of the jewellery robbed had been re-
turned to his wife at the time she was
set free two days later.

‘I have protested to the President
against the LTTE which entered the
house of a Member of Parliament with
impunity and made an attempt (as
admitted by them) to remove weapons
issued by the government of Sri
Lanka’, he added.

According to a report in the Sri
Lanka English language daily, THE
ISLAND, of 10 January, a foreign
envoy of a European country was
instrumental in getting Mrs. Thambi-
muttu and her son released on 14
December. The foreign envoy had in-
formed the LTTE’s accredited spokes-
man, Dr. A. Balasingham that coun-
ter-measure would be taken against
the LTTE establishment in Europe
unless they released Mrs. Thambimut-
tu and her son without conditions. It
was not the Sri Lankan government
that got them released. On the day of
their release they were hosted to a
party by the High Commissioner re-
sponsible for their release.
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NEWS ROUND-UP.

©® MANY MEMBERS of the Tamil National Army sponsored
by the EPRLF and its allies are said to have deserted and
found their way to Colombo from the North-East after
either throwing away or selling their weapons. At a press
conference in Colombo on 20 December, the Secretary of
the PFLT, the political wing of the LTTE said that the
LTTE would keep all weapons they had captured from the
TNA and they would not be handed over to the govern-
ment.

@ MORE THAN 170 young men were killed during the
night of 20/21 December and their bodies were found on the
following morning dumped on roadsides in Sri Lanka’s
southern district of Hambantota. Most of the victims had
been shot and their bodies placed on burning motor vehicle
tyres. The killings have been attributed to the security
forces and pro-government vigilante groups.

® FOREIGN AFFAIRS Minister and State Minister for
Defence, Ranjan Wijeratne told Parliament on 22 Decem-
ber that, according to intelligence reports, the JVP had
drawn up plans to kidnap and murder politicians of the
government and the opposition including the SLFP, LSSP,
SLMP, NSSP and CP.

@ PRO-GOVERNMENT vigilantes shot dead 19 members of
two families in Sri Lanka’s central province on 21 Decem-
ber allegedly in retaliation to the killing of a policeman
three days earlier. After killing the 19, their homes were
then set on fire with the bodies inside.

@ AN LTTE DELEGATION headed by Anton Balasingham
had a round of talks on 21 December with President
Premadasa which concerned the LTTE team’s visit to
Madras and their discussions with Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M. Karunanidhi.

@ FORTY-FIVE MEN of the Tamil National Army who were
retreating after a three-day fierce battle with the LTTE
were killed on 25 December at Aralagamwila in the
Polonnaruwa district; 176 others surrendered with their
weapons to the Singha Regiment camped at Aralagamwila,
and the captured weapons included 89 T-56 assault rifles,
four Chinese light machine guns, 20 hand grenades and
over 10,000 rounds of T-56 ammunition.

@ SRI LANKAN troops have moved into several camps
vacated by the departing personnel of the IPKF in the
Vavuniya sector. The withdrawal from this sector was
completed on 30 December and State Minister for Defence
Ranjan Wijeratne flew to Vavuniya, Kilinochchi and
Elephant Pass with top officers of the Sri Lankan army to
review security arrangements following the IPKF with-
drawal.

@ TWENTY EMPLOYEES including private security per-
sonnel attached to the Colombo University were arrested

on 30 December allegedly for painting slogans on universi- ‘

ty walls defamatory of government leaders.

@ FOUR LEADERS of the military wing of the JVP in the
north western province were captured by police in a late
night swoop on 30 December from a hospital quarters in
Kuliyapitiya. The four have been identified as Dissanayake
alias Tissa Wijesundera, G. Wijesundera alias Pathirana,
H.M. Chandradasa and U. Dissanayake, a second year
medical student. A quantity of weapons and ammunition
were also captured.

@ PEOPLES LIBERATION Organisation of Tamil Eelam
(PLOT) in a letter to the Minister of Information has
sought time on state television and radio to express its
views in the same manner as the LTTE was afforded the
opportunity recently.

@® TWO YOUTHS were beheaded by suspected pro-
government death squads at Naihothpana on the Kandy-
Kurunégala Road on 30 December. They were among over
twenty persons killed by death squads in other parts of the
country. Over ten smouldering bodies of males were found

at Gonapinuwela in the south of the island while some
more bodies were found at Siyablape in the Kelaniya area.
During the night of 31 December, the heads of three
persons were chopped off and their house was set on fire
with the bodies inside at Kerala in Moneragala; the victims
have been identified as Dhammika Ratnayake, Prasanna
Manamendra and their grandmother 72 year old Podi
Menike. Meanwhile ‘subversives’ set fire to a state-run bus
at Godagana.

@ SOLDIERS RAIDED an alleged JVP hideout in the
jungles of Kandy district on 1 January and killed at least
16 persons and recovered some arms and ammunition. At
Elahera in the neighouring Matale district several
smouldering bodies were found on 2 December; they had
been killed by pro-government vigilantes. Several burning
bodies were seen on the streets at Middeniya and Beliatta
in the deep south. A gang walked into the offices of the
Rubber Control Department in Galle during office hours
and beheaded a woman worker.

@ HEAVILY ARMED cadres of the ENDLF, a Tamil
militant group, visited the party headquarters of the All
Ceylon Tamil Congress and ordered the party’s assistant
Secretary R.E. Anandarajah to vacate the premises thre-
atening reprisals if he did not do so, the leader of the TC
Kumar Ponnambalam said on 3 January.

® OVER ONE HUNDRED Tamil militants died and many
more were wounded in fierce armed clashes between the
LTTE and PLOT at Chettikulam in the Vavuniya district.
The clashes commenced on 1 January when a contingent of
the LTTE attacked PLOT positions in the area. PLOT had
over a period established itself securely in the area and the
effort on the part of the LTTE wag to dislodge the PLOT
from there. After three or four days of fierce fighting and
severe casualties on both sides, LTTE claimed that it had
routed the PLOT. But the PLOT claimed that the LTTE
had received operational support from Sri Lankan security
forces in the attack.

@ SRI LANKAN Foreign Minister Ranjan Wijeratne left for
New Delhi on 4 January to have talks with his counter-part
of India, Inder Kumar Gujral in an effort to expedite the
total withdrawal of the IPKF before the deadline of March
31 unilaterally set by the Indian government.

@ SEVERAL OPPOSITION parties have placed a no-
confidence motion before parliament against the govern-
ment accusing it of having failed to discharge its primary
duty of giving the country peace, order and good govern-
ment; of having acted in defiance of the fundamental rights
of the people and the Rule of Law; of having deliberately
permitted and encouraged illegal para-military organisa-
tions to kidnap, abduct, torture and murder citizens and to
commit other offences; of deliberately permitting or caus-
ing the rate of inflation to go up and of allowing the cost of
living to spiral to unprecedented heights; of increasing
poverty by removing existing subsidies on essential food-
stuffs and causing retrenchment in the public sector; of
failing to stem corruption in public life; and of discriminat-
ing against political opponents while according favoured
treatment to supporters of the ruling United National
Party.

@ TWO LEADING members of the LTTE were shot dead by
the IPKF on 3 January at Chavakacchcheri in Jaffna. The
victims were identified as Capt. Nadesan and Lt. Babu. The
LTTE in a statement claimed that a large number of
youths forcibly conscripted to the Tamil National Army
had deserted and sought refuge in India and that over a
thousand conscripted students had surrendered to the
LTTE. .

@ POLICE IN search operations in Banawalikana in the
Kandy area shot and killed 16 alleged ‘subversives’ and
recovered a quantity of weapons and ammunition on 4
January. In Badulla five Buddhist monks were arrested for
suspected ‘subversive activities. In the Rambadagalle
police area, security forces raided an alleged ‘subversive
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hideout’ at Navgalakanda in the course of which they shot
dead three persons described as ‘subversives’. Two other
alleged ‘subversives’ were killed at Ranna in the Ratna-
pura district. On the same day, in continuing nighttime
‘anti-subversive’ operations 85 persons were arrested in the
Ahangama police area. In similar operations at Kalegama
in Galle and at Tangalle over 160 persons were taken into
custody. Two student Buddhist monks, identified as Ven.
Polgaswatte Pemananda and Ven. Kokmaduwa Indrajothi
both of Heenetigala Vidyakeerthi Pirivena were abducted
by armed men from a temple in the Habaraduwa.

@® TWO ARMY OFFICERS and a civilian produced under
Emergency Regulations for extortion of two million rupees
from a wealthy businessman were remanded to custody by
the Colombo Additional Magistrate on 5 January. The
suspects who posed as members of the Deshapremi
Janatha Viyaparaya (DJV), the military wing of the JVP,
had contacted the complainant businessman W.P.G. Stan-
ley de Silva of Ward Place, Colombo and demanded the
money.. Later two of the suspects had called over at the
businessman’s residence on a motor cycle and collected the
two million rupees in cash. They were injured in a police
ambush, but managed to escape. However they were
apprehended later while still undergoing treatment for
gunshot injuries sustained by them during the police
ambush.

@ ALMOST 12,000 people were killed in violence through-
out the country during 1989, according to statistics com-
piled by the security forces. The month of August saw
violence reach a peak with about 1435 killings reported. On
the first of January 1990, 52 violence-related deaths were
reported.

@® ARMY COMMANDER Lt. General Hamilton Wanasinghe
has proposed to the government to take back all arms and
ammunition issued to various political parties. This follows
several disclosures of some weapons issued to various
politicians had been used in criminal activities including
murders. Gen. Wanasinghe revealed that 1500 soldiers
were trained to give security cover to politicians. Most of
them have been deployed to protect ruling party politicians.
Some of the opposition parties have been allocated weapons
which are used by security guards employed to protect
leading members of those parties.

@ ALL POLICE officers in the country have been instructed
by the Inspector General of Police to identify themselves
before conducting any search operation in a house, and
accordingly members of the public would be able to request
any police officer to identify himself before entering a house
to search or arrest any inmate.

® THE UNIVERSITIES of Peradeniya and Moratuwa

reopened on 8 January and those of Kelaniya, Colombo and
Jayawardenepura reopened on 11 January. All the univer-

- sities in the country, except those in the North-Eastern
province had remained closed for more than a year due to

unrest and violence. Reports indicated that attendance on
the first day of reopening was below twenty per cent, but
was expected to improve.

@ THE POLICE in the southern city of Galle took into
custody 137 persons in a sweep of the entire Galle district.
Four smouldering bodies were found at Bandattara in
Matara on 8 January; motor vehicle tyres had been used to
burn the bodies — a common method adopted by the
security forces and pro-government death squads. Eight

“bodies of young males were seen floating in the Nilwala

Ganga at Wellatota on 7 January. On the same day the
charred remains of six more bodies were seen at Akur-
ugoda.

® THE CHIEF MINISTER of the North-East Provincial
Council, A. Varatharaja Perumal left for Madras on 8
January to ‘persuade the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.
Karunanidhi to unite all Tamil militant groups in the
interests of the Tamil speaking people. He stated that he
would make use of his visit to India to explain te the new
Indian Prime Minister V .P. Singh the obligations of the
Indian Government under the Indo-Sri Lanka Azreement.
@ THE SLFP LEADER Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike, addres-
sing a commemorative meeting on January 8 to mark the
91st birth anniversary of the late S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike
accused the government of supplying arms to the LTTE in
order to destroy its rivals. Dr. Balasingham who is not a Sri
Lankan citizen had been provided with STF security at the
Colombo Hilton International Hotel. He was given vehicles
and even helicopters to travel. The LTTE had not given up
its demand for Eelam and its insignia was still the Tiger,
Mrs. Bandaranaike said. She also charged the government
of killing thousands of SLFP supporters by claiming that
they were members of the JVP.

in-one.

LANKAN TAMILS
IN SHOOT-OUT

MADRAS (PTD). Five persons, three of
them policemen, suffered bullet in-

Dorai said all the border police sta-
tions in the district were then alerted.

40 KILLED, SLTB

families of security personnel and rela-
tives of politicians.

The leftwing People’s Liberation
Front (JVP), fighting to overthrow the
government, was blamed for the
attacks. - :

juries while nabbing a group of Sri
Lankan Tamils who were fleeing after
committing a dacoity in Salem town

Tamil Nadu director general of
police P. Dorai told reporters that
three Lankan Tamils were arrested
and an AK-47 rifle and a pistol with
American markings seized from the
culprits, who were in the age group 25
to 30. A special police team from
Madras left for Salem for further in-
vestigation.

Giving details, Dorai said five per-
sons stated to be from Sri Lanka went
on three motorcycles to the house of
one Natarajalingam, also a Sri Lankan
Tamil, settled in Salem. They deman-
ded Rs. one lakh, threatening the
occupants with firearms. They then
got away in a car belonging to Natara-
jalingam with a typewriter and a two-

BUSES BURNT IN
RENEWED VIOLENCE

COLOMBO, Dec. 11, (Reuter) — Left-
wing Sinhalese rebels killed about 40
people and set fire to buses and govern-
ment offices in a sudden outbreak of
violence across Sri Lanka, military
sources said yesterday.

The attacks occurred on Sunday in
southern, western and central areas.

The sources said two railway en-
gines, 20 other government vehicles
and eight bulldozers were burned.

Four small railway stations, a bus
depot, two tile and phosphate factories
and post office were among buildings
damaged.

Among the victims, most of whom
were killed in separate attacks, were

In other violence, two Buddhist
monks were killed and dumped on the
road in central Kandy district and the
bodies of four other people were set
afire in the same area.

Kandy residents blamed pro-
government vigilantes, hunting JVP
rebels, for the attacks.

Military sources said JVP attacks
had eased after front leader Rohana
Wijeweera and other top rebels were
killed last month.

‘Yesterday’s attacks come at a time
when we want to thin out troops in the
rebel’s southern strongholds’, an offic-
er said.

He said it was possible that the
attacks were a ploy to prevent Sri
Lankan reinforcements being sent to
the north and east where Indian troops
are withdrawing.
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MOTOR INSURANCE
Nobody looks harder to find you a competitive quote

MORTGAGES ARRANGED
100 p.c. MORTGAGES AVAILABLE
FIRST TIME BUYERS WELCOME
COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS ON
* Home contents insurance
* Life cover
* Pension policies

We pride ourselves on personal

service

| . Contact
J.KULENDRAN
Beddington Insurance

Services (Wimbledon) Ltd.
157A Hartfield Road, Wimbledon,
LONDON SW19 3TJ

Telephone: 01-543 5181

(J
LONDON h SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS m STUDIES

The London School of Business Studies will conduct the IDPM,
CACA and ICSA Courses, formerly conducted by The London
School of Accountancy (LSA)

Courses Details

) IDPM
Fees dropped from £325/subject to £195/subject
Programming project fees are dropped from £650/subject
to £300/subject

. CACA

Levels 1, 2 & 3 : £725 per level (Certified Accountants)
ICSA
£195/subject (all stages)
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY TRAINING
£400 (Over 3 months)

COBOL

Programming Course £400 (120 hours) (over 6 months)

ABAC
(Association of Business & Administrative Computing
Certificate) £850, Diploma £950 — One year course

ABAC, ICSA, IDPM & CACA
(a) Correspondence Course £70/subject
Text books, 3 progress tests with answer guides, plus 1 mock exam with
answer guide and a revision pack. Tests are marked and returned to
students. (With Tuition)

(b) Reader Course All materials above but no Tuition — £50/subject
OVERSEAS STUDENTS

Study skills in English (day & evening) £300/Course.
Duration 3 months

DAY RELEASE COURSES
Please enquire

For further details and an application form contact:

The Registrar or The Registrar
(District Learning Division) (Full-time Courses)
PO Box 104D 74 Roupell Street
New Malden London SE1 8SS
Surrey KT3 6BH

Telephone: 01 336 1053/ 01 928 6115
Fax: 01 336 1057/ 01 620 0563

“We don’t claim to be number one - we are second to none”

SPECIAL OFFER

JcSambaRice ... ... ..o 1kg  ceeiiiinnnn 99p
*RedRawRice...........c.ciiiiiiti ittt iiena e itkg ...l 99p
*CurryPowder......c..cciiiiiiiiiriiiiireie e 5009 .......... 1.99p

~*RedRiceFlour...........ccciiiiiiiiiiiianararesanenes itkg ... ..iinn. 1.45p
* M.D. Chutney &Jam............ Metetasseresssasessasss  ressessens 1.29p
* Hopper & Dosai Mix........... tamsseennne eeraaans “.es 4009 ..., 99p
* Vethamathayas Mix ........... e ettteeteaeaereaaanas 100  ........... 45p
* Instant StringHoppers (R/W) .. .......cvviiiniicaa p.747 « I 69p
* Nestle CoconutMilkPowder................c.civncvnnns 3509  .......... 1.49p
* Achcharu(HomeMade)...............cociiiiievenananns 350gm .......... 1.25p

AMBUL THIYAL, MALDIVE FISH, DRY FISH — PRAWNS, ITTALI MOULD, HOPPER, MOULD,
STRING HOPPER MOULD, PITTU PAN, THOSAI KAL, SMALL URAL, COCONUT SCRAPER

SRI LANKAN SEER (THORA) FISH, SHARK, PRAWNS AND DELICIOUS CRABS AND
MANY MORE PRODUCTS AVAILABLE AT REASONABLE PRICES
Retail and Wholesale

Sri Lankan Food Specialist

316-318 Willesden High Road
Willesden., London NW10 2EN
Phone: 01-459 8589

01-451 2902

Open 7 days a week 6.00am — 11.00pm
MAIL ORDERS WELCOME
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THE TAMIL STRUGGLE:
This Is No Time To Fall Behind

‘In passing by the side of Mount Thal, Confucius came
on a woman who was weeping bitterly by a grave. The
Master pressed forward and drove quickly to her: then
he sent Tze-lu to question her. “Your walling™, salid he,
“is that of one who has suffered sorrow on sorrow". She
replied: “That is so. Once my husband's father was
killed here by a tiger. My husband was also killed, and
now my son has died in the same way''. The Master said,
::Why do you not leave the place?" The answer was,

There is no oppressive government here”. The Master
then sald, “Remember this, my children: oppressive
government is more terrible than tigers™.'

— quoted by Bertrand Rusself in his book,
POWER

" . .The tiger kiils in accordance with its nature. Humans
did, too, when they were in a palaeolithic stage of
development. Killing in the hunt was no act of violence
then, bul self-expression appropriate lo that stage.
Historical kinds of killing, however, began to break with
this paftern when the stale arose as the means of
organizing death. Killing under the aegls of the State
violates nature, and becomes more violent as history
becomes more technological. . .There are no enemies,
strictly speaking, In the state of nature. The tiger does
not remember or generalize; it does not kill for revenge,
or out of principle, through delegated, deluded, and
dehumanized troops. And certainly not by pushing
buttons. It defends ferritory but nof a way of life.
Violence Is the historical context of aggression. it kills
absiractly and for a higher purpose. . .’

S. Sivanayagam

Both these guotations, selected from
two disparate sources, divided in time
by centuries, one from the wisdom of
the ancient Chinese four centuries
before Christ, the other from a book
dealing with present-day nuclear ter-
ror, bring of course as a focal point' of
interest (and in a symbolic way) the
four-footed animal known as the tiger.
A dictionary defines this quadruped as
‘a type of very large fierce wild cat that
has yellowish fur ‘with black bands
aerpss, and lives in Asia" A fipurative
description of the word ‘tiger’ is given
a5 ‘a person like such an animal in
fierceness, courage, ete.’ In a deroga-
tory sense, "an enemy which wishes to
seem powerful, but is really not s¢’ is
defined as a ‘paper tiger'. The express-
ion ‘to ride the tiger' is explained as
living ‘in a very uncertain or danger-
ous way',

Well, these are matters of semantics;
but semantics has become important in
today's world for the resolving of con-
flicts, for the signing of treaties and
communiques, for the reaching of
understanding hetween governments
and warring parties. Take for example
the word ‘de-induction’ of the IPKF,
used in the Indo-Sri Lanka communi-
gue of September last. It is meant to be
the antonym of ‘induction’, but where
did the word spring from? If it is in any
dictionary, I have yet to discover it
(maybe some reader could help), but
why that involved coinage? The word
‘withdrawal’ of the TPEF would have
been the common sense description,
but that could connote an army. Since
the image of the IPKF as a peace-
keeping force had to be maintained,
this interesting exercise in semantics
was found necessary by some Indian
bureaucrat. Once when a TV inter-
viewer in India referred to the Indo-Sri
Lanka Apreement of 1987 as an
‘accord’, the then Minister of State for
External Affairs Mr. Natwar Singh
corrected him. ‘An Apreement, not an
Accord’, he said. Maybe there is some

= Joe Kowvel In his book
AGAINST THE STATE OF NUCLEAR TERROR

= Crucibie: Sclence in Society, A Channel Four Book

nuance involved in it which ordinary
mortals like us miss. Which reminds
me of an old story about the British
Parliament where the two traditional
political rivals, Gladstone and Disraeli
were jnvolved in a verbal exchange.
When Disraeli kept using the two
words ‘disaster’ and ‘calamity’ in the
course of his speech, he was heckled by
a spokesman from the Government
benches who demanded to know the
difference between the two. “‘Well, Mr.
Speaker’, said Disraeli, if Mr. Glad-
stone were to fall into the Thames, it
would be a disaster. But if somebody
were to pull him out, that would be a
calamity!

Semantics apart, the political state
of mind of all Tamils today, whether in
8ri Lanka or Tamil Nadu, or in Lon-
don, New York, Boston, California,
Washington, Teronto, Scarborough, or
in Paris, Berne, Amsterdam or Stutt-
gart, or Oslo, or Melbourne, Sydney,
Auckland, has been so conditioned that
the very mention of the word “tiger’
brings into mind not the noble four-
legged species which has existed for
centuries in the jungle, but the Libera-
tion Tiger of Tamil Eelam. [ thought it
would be fascinating to jerk our minds
to the real thing, and hence the above
two quotations. But of course, there is
more to it than that. It depends on the
deductions we draw from these two
quotations, provided we arrive at the
right ones.

That the LTTE has dominated the
Tamil scene, and Tamil consciousness
for a decade is beyond question. The
acceptance of that fact should not be a
matter of controversy. Even those who
oppose the LTTE, or dislike it for some
reason or other, should concede that
with prace, because it is an objective
truth. As to how the LTTE managed to
achieve that distinction is a subjective
issue, depending on each person's point
of view._ A critic of the LTTE might well
say: ‘Even the bad Hitler dominated
German life and the German con-
Digitized hy Noolaham Foundation

{1983}
sciousness for twelve tempestuous
yvears, 5o what? True. But there is a
vital difference. Hitler was able to
achieve that dominance through the
exercise of Stafe power, and that was
what enabled him to send six million
jews to the gas chambers. The now
unlamented, deposed, and executed
Romanian despot Ceausescu with his
wife, son, and 50 close relatives was
able to lord it over 23 million Roma-
nians for an unbelievable period of 24
yvears with the help of fascist thugs of
the communist variety because he had
State power in his hands. Even a
tin-god tyrant when clothed in author-
ity can gain the status of a respected
head of state — so respected that cven
the Queen of England had thought it
fit to make an oppressor like Ceauses-
cu an honorary knight; and Her Majes-
ty had to wait till the Romanian people
pulled him down from his pedestal
before she would strip him of his
knighthood. The case of ex-President
Jayewardene was no different except
in degree and shade; it was State
power and all the arrogance that goes
with it that made him thrive for eleven
years at the cost of several thousands
of Tamil lives — not to mention the lives
of thousands of hiz own Sinhala consti-
tuents, Interestingly, all these dicta-
tors grabbed power through ‘democra-
tic elections’. In contrast to all these
examples, the pre-eminence of the
LTTE these past few years had not
only nothing to do with State power; on
the contrary it was achieved in the face
of State power used apgainst it, not by
one government but by two pgovern-
ments. More specifically, the pre-
eminence was attained by fighiing
State power! Is that not an achieve-
ment, that cannot be disregarded by
anyone who is able to think detached-
ly? But why is it, that of all people,
some Eelam Tamils themselves are
unable to digest this truth?

Continued on Page 16
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These prefatory remarks are occa-
sioned by the ‘Changing scenario in
the North-East’ (TT: 15 Oct. '89) now
changing rapidly since then — particu-
larly with the advent of the National
Front government in India. The
ground situation in the North-East is
undergoing a transformation. Atti-
tudes are changing. Indo-Sri Lankan
relations are entering a new phase.
The LTTE is moving towards main-
stream politics. A new political party,
the People’s Front of Liberation Tigers
(PFLT) has been given constitutional
recognition. The IPKF has been com-
pletely ‘de-inducted’ from six of the
eight districts in the North-East —
Amparai, Batticaloa, Mannar, Vavu-
piya, Mullaitivu and Kilinochchi, leav-
ing the IPKF presence only in the two
districts covering the exit points, Trin-
comalee and Jaffna. The Citizens
Volunteer Force (CVF) and the so-
called Tamil National Army (TNA) are
losing ground wherever the IPKF has
been withdrawing. Teenage Tamil
youths conscripted forcibly are either
being sent to slaughter or are sur-
rendering. I am told that in the very

first week of December ’89, at least 200 .

Tamil youths had landed at Amster-
dam airport with false passports and
visas, having each paid Rs. 1 lakh and
twenty thousand in Sri Lankan rupees
in their act of fleeing, not from the
oppression of any government or
armed forces, but from what they had
told the Dutch officials, from the
‘drunken devilry’ (they used the Tamil
word ‘veriattam’) of ‘our own groups’ —
not a happy advertisement to the en-
tire Tamil cause! Adding to the dismal
picture are bands of other youths cros-
sing over to Tamil Nadu, complete
with weapons, and beginning to create
law and order problems on Indian soil.
In the North-East itself, the collapse of
the Provincial Council appears immi-
nent; Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Mr.
Karunanidhi was himself unable to
say until the last day of the year
whether Mr. Varadaraja Perumal was
arriving for talks (as was publicised in
the Indian media) or not. The EPRLF-
ENDLF-TELO-PLOT combination
acting in concert under the name of the
Tamil National Council appears even
at this point of time, to be determined
to offer a last-ditch stand, with no hope
now of receiving either open or secret
support from the new Indian govern-
ment or its Intelligence agencies. The
National Front Government is moving
towards a more open policy. The roles
of the bureaucracy and the Intelligence
services are being whittled down gra-
dually. Unlike in the earlier set-up in
Delhi, the present government con-
tains at least three Cabinet Ministers
who had come to office with intimate
knowledge of the Eelam Tamil ques-
tion — Mr. George Fernandes; Mr. P.

Upendra and Mr. K.P. Unnikrishnan.

In many respects, the writing on the
wall is getting clearer and clearer,
even if the myopia on the part of some
Tamils is getting worse, and worse.
When events are moving towards a
crescendo, when the solutions to prob-
lems are beginning to rest more and
more in Tamil hands, away from the
earlier grasp of two governnments, the
Sri Lankan and the Indian, it is the
lack of a consensual honest thinking
among the Tamils themselves that is
now threatening to drag the problems
further.

What is the possible scenario that is
likely to evolve in -the next three
months of the New Year? Whether
governments or militant groups, their
future hopes depend on responding to
ground situations and the mood of the
now voiceless people. It should be ob-
vious to them by now, that vast sec-
tions of the population in Sri Lanka,
whether Tamils or Sinhalese, are
growing sick of ‘gun culture’, irrespec-
tive of who wields the guns. It is clear
that the LTTE is responding to the
popular mood. Some of the statements
made by LTTE spokesman Anton
Balasingam at the Press Conference in
Colombo on December 20 are very
significant. ‘We have renounced vio-
lence as a means to achieve political
ends’, but ‘would continue as a military
organisation to protect the Tamil peo-
ple’, he said. ‘We are for a multi-party
polity, and we will allow every party to
contest freely . . . let our people decide’.
The ceasefire that the LTTE had de-
clared did not apply to the ‘Tamil
National Army’ (TNA) because it was
a ‘phoney army’ created by the IPKF
and the RAW. The LTTE was in the
process of disarming the TNA but
however ‘the LTTE did not want the
Sri Lankan army or police involved in
any attacks on any of the Tamil
groups. We had discussions with the
President and the army commander,
and advised the Sri Lankan govern-
ment not to allow the Sri Lankan
forces into action against any of the
groups’. Asked if the LTTE had given
up its demand for a separate Tamil
state of Eelam, Mr. Balasingam said:
‘It is not prudent for us to give up
Eelam. The demand is there’. Though
totally inadequate, the LTTE was pre-
pared to accept the provincial council
structure as an ‘interim arrangement’
and contest the election. (THE HIN-
DU: 21 Dec. ’89). Except for a few who
might debunk the whole thing from a
frozen anti-LTTE attitude, others can
read in the statements made, the clues
to the unfolding of the future scenario.
These remarks also indicate that bar-
ring entrenched positions by the LTTE
and any Sri Lankan government on
the question of Tamil Eelam, a close
understanding has been forged be-
tween the two parties on the nature of
the political process in the immediate
future, and Sinhala-Tamil relations in
general. It must be remembered that

as early as November 20, President
Premadasa had told the Government
Parliamentary group that while the
Sri Lankan forces could easily launch
an all-out war against the ‘illegal
Tamil National Army’, that would not
be prudent because ‘it will be con-
strued by interested parties as an
attack on the Tamils so as to justify the
presence of the IPKF in the East’.

None of the current developments
should anyway startle anyone who had
read the trends carefully over the past
one year; they represent the logical
outcome of the various acts of fore-
sight, or the lack of it, on the part of
the four contending parties that were
shaping events in the North-East: the
Delhi ‘dispensation’. the Premadasa
government, the LTTE, and the surro-
gate anti-LTTE groups. Once the
LTTE and the Premadasa government
agreed on a mutual ceasefire, the
bottom fell out of the explanation given
to the Tamil people to justify the
presence of a ‘peace-keeping force’. The
legal sophistry that the IPKF was
there under a bilateral agreement
which cannot be revoked unilaterally
could not be sustained in the light of
the agreed position that the IPKF was
there at the will and pleasure of the
head of state in Colombo. The argu-
ment that the IPKF was called in to
disarm the Tamil militant groups as
per the agreement could not hold wa-
ter in the face of its known failure over
a period of two years. The Colombo
communique of September 89 by
which the Rajiv Gandhi government:
committed itself to the ‘de-induction’ of
the IPKF was therefore not an act of
good grace on its part. Circumstances
compelled the commitment, caused by
its own lack of wisdom or foresight. If
the LTTE and the Premadasa govern-
ment got together in a joint act, that
again was the logical culmination of
the personal pique displayed by the
ex-Indian Prime Minister and the in-
transigence of his advisers in refusing
to talk to the LTTE except on condition
that the group laid down its arms first.
If it was possible for a Colombo govern-
ment — the proclaimed enemy of the
Tamils — to carry on a friendly dialogue
without preconditions, with a group
that it had sought to crush, why was it
not thought possible that India — the
proclaimed ‘friend’ of the Tamils —
could not do the same? What we are
about to witness is a gradual reversal
of the situation, with a new govern-
ment in Delhi trying to shake off the
hangovers of its predecessor.

It is now unofficially known that the
National Front government in express-
ing difficulty in taking back the
weapons that the IPKF and RAW had
surreptiously given the surrogate
groups, had given orders however that
no new supplies be given. It is ex-
plained that the IPKF is in the process
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‘Conspiracy To Set Up Dictatorship’

MRS BANDARANAIKE ALLEGES

Opposition Leader Mrs. Sirima Ban-
daranaike raising a matter of public
importance in Parliament on 12 Janu-
ary said that there was a conspiracy
against the democratic opposition in
Sri Lanka which, if not thwarted
would pave the way for a one party
dictatorial state. She added that she
was making the disclosure with full
responsibility.

Mrs. Bandaranaike said that this
matter affected the democratic struc-
ture of Sri Lanka which is based on the
multi-party system. It was a matter
both of national and international in-
terest, especially when we see the
developments in Eastern Europe,
where the framework of one party
system was being dismantled.

The Opposition Leader further
observed ‘You may recall the state-
ment made by the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and the State Minister for
Defence Ranjan Wijeratne soon after
the arrest and subsequent death of the
JVP leadership, that the match is over.

‘The reality is far from it. In the
weeks that followed we witnessed the
continuation of the bloody murders
and mayhem committed both by the
subversives as well as government
sponsored hit squads. The SLFP is
committed to democracy and does not
in any way condone these murderous
acts, irrespective of which quarter they
come from.

‘It is no secret that politically backed
para-military hit squads continue to
abduct and murder youth through the
length and breadth of our country. In
the guise of combatting subversion
thousands of SLFP members had been
arrested, abducted or murdered by
these killer squads. Nothwithstanding
assurances by the government that
these hit squads would be brought to
book, so far not a single person of these
death squads had been brought to
trial.

‘We know for a fact that the majority
of security forces and police personnel
have had nothing to do with these
gruesome acts. On the contrary they
too view these dastardly acts with
horror but are constrained due to poli-
tical patronage enjoyed by the hit
squads.

‘It is my duty to tell this house of the
information that has been brought to
my notice with regard to the conspira-
cy which has been confirmed by per-
sons in high authority and put beyond
reasonable doubt by the events that
are taking place in the country.

‘A group of individuals had been
trained in pistol firing at the Ganemul-
la Army Camp and they have been
given instructions to eliminate opposi-
tion party cadres, polling agents, fami-

ly members and close associates of
Members of Parliament. These killer
groups have completed their training
and have been deployed in different
districts to carry out the task assigned
to them.

Mrs Bandaranaike

‘Prior to their deployment these kil-

‘ler groups have been provided with

false army identity cards. They were
also instructed to contact UNP Provin-
cial Council members to obtain the
names of opposition polling agents and
destroy them. Certain lists of persons
to be killed had been given to these
killer squads. These squads have also
been put in contact with the co-
ordinating officers of the various dis-
tricts.

‘The COs have been given special
orders from a high ranking officer at
Army Headquarters to cooperate fully
with these groups and ask no ques-
tions. This is the information I re-
ceived. ‘

‘In this context I wish to draw your
attention to a statement issued by Mr.
Ranjan Wijeratne on December 22. 1
quote relevant extracts from his state-
ment in the Hansard of December 22.
“In the course of questioning subver-
sive elements taken into custody in the
recent past a new picture has emerged.
Since the success in getting at the top
rungs of JVP leadership and their close
associates, the remaining cadres who
are leaderless and in a state of disarray
have resorted to new tactics. The latest
strategy appeared to be: (a) to kidnap
politicians of both sides — government
and opposition and members of their
families and to make impossible de-
mands for their release, (b) to kill
innocent citizens who had stood up for
democracy, (¢) to canvass international
opinion including bilateral and multi-
lateral donors, to prevent aid flow into
Sri Lanka (d) to infiltrate political
parties and trade unions.

“The bodies of persons killed by
subversives are being dragged on to
the roadside and exhibited. In doing so
the objective appears to be tliree-fold.

(a) to apportion blame on the services
for such gruesome murders,

(b) to frighten the people so that the
reign of terror can be reintroduced,
(c) to give an opportunity to anti-
government elements to make capital
out of the situation through the inter-
national media’s human rights orga-
nisation”.

Mrs Bandaranaike said that in the
light of the information that is before
her no question arises whether the
government is trying to draw a red
herring over its plans for eliminating
political opponents.

The Opposition Leader said ‘We also
believe that this conspiracy is aimed at
crippling opposition political activity at
grassroot level to ensure that the
opposition will not be in a position to
conduct any form of effective election
campaign in the near future.

‘Since last month or so several wit-
nesses in my election petition including
a Buddhist priest had been abducted,
others had been threatened. Some are
now reluctant to.come forward to give
evidence. My only witness at Kambur-
upitiya had been severely assaulted.
He has now gone into hiding through
fear. He was my only witness in Kam-
burupitiya. Some witnesses are mis-
sing.

‘Finally I earnestly appeal in the
name of democracy and justice to all
service and police personnel to take
serious note of this critical situation
and to take every possible action not
only to disassociate themselves with
these killer squads but also to take
appropriate action against them’.

Continued From Page 16

of de-induction and that it has no more
role to play in the intervening period
between now and the complete de-
induction by end-March. It is also
known that the original brief given to
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Mr. Karu-
nanidhi was limited to talks with the
LTTE only and not with any other
group. The thinking in Delhi is re-
ported to be that the North-East Chief
Minister Mr. Perumal would be well-

. advised to step down from office on his

own rather than wait for a situation
where President Premadasa might dis-
solve the council. It is even rumoured
that the LTTE might be given formal
sanction by the Centre to reopen its
political office in Madras.

The trends are therefore clear. The
sooner that all Tamil groups stop ob-
structing the process that is already
set in motion, the faster the ‘over-
ground’ Tamils including expatriates
reach out to a consensual approach on
the future, the quicker will be the
return of stability and peace in the
North-East. As the biggest trend-
setter of contemporary times Mikhail
Gorbachev once said: ‘When you fall
behind you are punished by life’.

2nd January 1990
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Sri Lanka repatriates

HUMANS WITHOUT RIGHTS: The Re-
patriates from Sri Lanka: A diagnosis
and a Prognosis: Edited by S. De-
vadoss Rajendran, printed at Rex
Printers, Mylapore, Madras-600004.
Rs. 10.

This is a poignant tale of the plight of
Tamil refugees and repatriates from
Sri Lanka, their heartrending exist-
ence, the exploitation of the hapless
and uprooted people and the ineffective
and indifferent governmental mea-
sures to alleviate their suffering.

Articles from human rights crusad-
ers present a horrid account of the lives
of the unfortunate lot and contents of a
writ petition filed in the Supreme
Court by the PUCL to stir up the
‘conscience of administrators’ and
make them prepare viable schemes for
rehabilitation, enliven the book.

In the words of Mr. V.R. Krishna
Iyer, retired Judge of the Supreme
Court the Sri Lankan repatriates saga
of sorrow is long, their life through
decades in Lanka and India has been
one of blood, toil, tears and sweat. The
mists of history when cleared reveal
how Indian Tamils left their homes
and hearths and struggled to make Sri
Lanka prosperous.

R. Parthasarathy

- PEOPLE INBETWEEN

THE BURGHERS AND THE MID-
DLE CLASS IN THE TRANSFORMA-
TIONS WITHIN SRI LANKA, 1790s
1960s  voLUME ONE

by Michael Roberts

Ismeth Raheem
Percy Colin-Thomé

1989 Sarvodaya

20 Plates, 21 Maps,

3 Genealogies, 23 Tables
and 380 Pages

available from January 1990

In PEOPLE INBETWEEN, the Burghers
become the window through which read-
ers witness the influence of English
literary ideas, the growth of Colombo,
the black:white encounter and British
colonialism. And last but not least, read-
ers will both see the makings of an
all-island Ceylonese identity as well as
Sinhala nationalist ideology in full flight
as anti-colonial response. In effect, the
book points towards the present tragic
conflict in Sri Lanka. Be forewarned
though all Sri Lankan readers: this book
may disturb you as it revives your
memories of Sri Lankan experiences in
ways which confirm or challenge its
arguments. To provoke, it is said, is to
fascinate. We invite you to participate in
this intriguing confrontation between the
peoples and literatures of Sri Lanka and
the West.

PRICES Postage included

Normal: Rs 2500/= $125.00 U.S.
Pre-publication: Rs 2000/=$95.00 U.S.
LATTER OFFER TILL 31 JANUARY 1990

N-E PROVINCIAL
COUNCIL
LAW CHALLENGED

President Premadasa’s reference to
the Supreme Court to determine the
constitutional validity of a law passed
by the North-East Provincial Council
taking over the assets and liabilities of
the Northern and Eastern Provincial
Transport Boards is being considered
by a Bench of five Supreme Court
Judges.

The reference by 'the President fol-
lowed the refusal by the Governor of
the Provincial Council to give his as-
sent to the law, His refusal was pur-
ported to be on the basis of a ruling
given by the Attorney General that the
Provincial council had no power to
enact the impugned statute in terms of
Article 154(G)7 of the 13th Amend-
ment to the Constitution.

The Provincial Council’s law has also
been challenged on the basis that it
was inconsistent with the provisions of
the Constitution as it relates to mat-
ters which are not within the legisla-
tive competence of the Provincial
Council as provided in Article 154(g)(1)
read with the Ninth Schedule to the
Constitution.

IPKF PULLOUT
BY 31 MARCH

India’s External Affairs Minister Inder
Kumar Gujral reaffirmed the Indian
Government’s commitment to complet-
ing the de-induction of the IPKF by
March 31 and in response to Sri Lanka
Foreign Minister Ranjan Wijeratne’s
request that the process be accelerated
replied that he would re-examine the
possibility of doing so and maké his
response known early, says a joint
Indo-Lanka press release which fol-
lowed the meeting of the two Ministers
in Delhi from January 4 to 6.

The release adds:

The Sri Lankan side reaffirmed the
commitment of their government to
ensuring the safety and security of all
communities in the North-Eastern pro-
vince and to expediting the imple-
mentation of the devolution package.
The two sides agreed to work jointly
towards bringing an early end to the
‘internecine fighting in the North-
Eastern province, including the possi-
bility of arranging a ceasefire.

The two Ministers reiterated the
commitment of their respective gov-
ernments to work closely together to
further enhance the traditional rela-
tionship between the two countries.
With a view to achieving this objective

and further strengthening Indo-Sri
Lanka relations, they agreed to final-
ise the Friendship Treaty expedi-
tiously.

RANJAN ON TALKS
WITH KARUNANIDHI

Foreign Minister Ranjan Wijeratne
who met Tamil Nadu, Chief Minister
Muthuvel Karunanidhi in Madras on
his way to New Delhi, paid rich tri-
butes to the veteran India Tamil
leader.

When asked about his talks with
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Muthuvel
Karunanidhi in Madras on 4 January,
Wijeratne said: ‘Mr Karunanidhi is a
seasoned politician, I don’t think he
likes to have (Tamil) refugees coming
from the North and the East (of Sri
Lanka).

Wijeratne said he conversed with
Karunanidhi in Tamil during his 30-
minute meeting. He appealed to Karu-
nanidhi to use his clout to bring about
an understanding between the war-
ring Sri Lankan Tamil groups.

In the Minister’s view, Tamil Nadu
is important for the Sri Lankan
Tamils. If Karunanidhi asserts his
authority and makes it clear to the Sri
Lankan Tamil groups that ‘they should
not fight and go to him for refuge’,
Wijeratne believes that ‘things will
sort out faster’.

NORTH-EAST PC
MEMBERS KILLED

Two members of the North-East Pro-
vincial Council have been murdered.

George Thevarajah, an EPRLF
member of the Provincial Council and
four others described as his body-
guards were ambushed and killed
allegedly by cadres of the LTTE in
Trincomalee on 10 January.

The victims were killed about six
miles away from Trincomalee town on
the Nilaveli-Trinco road close to Sam-
paltivu when they were on their way to
attend an EPRLF meeting when LTTE
men attacked them.

Attended by a large crowd, the
funeral of Thambirajah took place on
11 January at Trincomalee after his
body lay in state at the Provincial
Council Secretariat.

In the second incident, the Deputy
Speaker of the North-East Provincial
Council, Chelliah Ganeshamoorthy
and three others described as body-
guards were abducted at Uhana and
killed at Chavalakadai in the Amparai
district on 11 January, allegedly by
LTTE cadres.

Four charred bodies burnt beyond
recognition and found lying behind the
Amparai hospital on 13 January had
been identified as those of Ganesha-
moorthy and his bodyguards, Kingsley
Angelo Joseph, Siva and Juli.
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READERS FORUM

BURYING THE HATCHET
MAY I congratulate you on the excel-
lént editorial in your November 1989
issue calling all our youths to bury
their hatchet and unite for the sake of
all the Tamils. If we miss this oppor-
tunity, we may miss evervthing and all
lives so far sacrificed will be all in vain.
May they listen to your voice and may
God guide them through difficult
times.

A. Ratnagingham
Graydon Hall Drive,
Ontario, Canada

PUBLISH & BE DAMNED

[ WISH to inform you that I am no
longer willing to subscribe to ‘Tamil
Times'. I think that originally the
paper was valuable but I find myself
inereasingly angry at the equivocal
nature of the views expressed. How
can one possibly defend a traitor and
opportunist like the late (unregretted)
Amirthalingam? How can one compare
people in EPRLF, who collaborate with
the IPKF, with the LTTE, the only
group who have sacrificed their lives in
the fight?

As always [ will not sit on fences but
chooze which side I am on. My views
are more accurately represented by
other papers.

You may publish or not this letter,
a5 you wish.

Dr. V. Arkley
165 Minister Court,
Liverpool L7 3QE, UK.

WORTHWHILE
SOMETIME back there was talk that
the TT was ‘nearing its end’. I should
again congratulate you for making a
success of your paper. We are happy
with the efforts you have made to
bring out the paper to give us up-to-
date news and worthwhile editorials.

Edward B. Gnanaratnam
Scarbaorough,
Ontario, Canada.

PRO-INDIAN BIAS!

ENCLOSED please find 2 vears sub-
scription to the Tamil Times dating
from October 1988. It took me a whole
year of debating myself as to whether I
should continue my subscription or
not, This is because of your pro-Indian
bias over the last couple of years.

It seems, however, you are now
beginning to realise the self-interesi
India always has had in the affairs of
Eelam, long after everybody but you
had the same realisation. T do hope
that you will now be less critical of the
Tigers, who saw through the Indian
deception long before you did, and al=a
take a more critical look at those
sociopathic EPRLF personnel, whose
opportunistic posturings have the
Sinhalese politicians, who are past-
masters in the art of deception and
treaty-abrogation, rolling with mirth,
up and down the aisles of the Kotte
Parliament.

Rajiv and India should realise that
the Tigers will make good friends but
bad enemies, while Sinhalese will
make tricky friends but vicious ene-
mies because of their inherent narciss-
ism (gic) and delusions of superiority.

Dr. Kingsley Ratnanather

1943 Lawrence Avenue West
Weston, Ontario.

BAD OLD DAYS?

WISH you many years of publication.
The report by Rita Sebastian and
violence spreads in Tamil areas (TT,
December 1989) make sad reading.

Letters from friends and relations in
Sri Lanka indicate chaos. "Boys' blow
up railway bridges, extort money from
bus owners and bring civilian life to a
halt. People write of going back to the
‘bad old days’. The better off, emigrate.

Uneritical support for the ‘boys’ can
bring disaster to Tamils in the form of

a Pol Pot type of regime. The only
effective pressure on Sri Lanka pov-
ernment and LTTE can come from
India.

What the Sinhalese and the LTTE
seem not to realise is pro-American
and anti-American politics is unrealis-
tic, The advocates of this suicidal poli-
tic= only play the tune of their paymas-
ters.

(Great responsibility lies with Tamil
Times to focus attention to realistic
political and economic goals to Tamils
however unpalatable it may be to the
West and economic migrants.

Dr. S. Raghunathan
Littlemoor Road,
Mirfield,
W . Yorkshire, UK.

REVILED BY MANY?

TAMIL TIMES has come to stay as a
quality journal with no comparison to
any other published by Lankans,
Tamils or Sinhalese, and there are
many all over the world, including Sri
Lanka. That is the message 1 got when
I received your December issue with
the beautiful new front-cover design.

Besides the technical quality of the
paper, the contents of Tamil Times, by
and large, reflect a courageous moral
stand -that you have taken over the
vears. There is no doubt that you
would have been praised by some and
reviled by many. At a time when there
is tremendous pressure to fall in line
with the prevailing dominant view,
your journal has served as a forum for
all shades of opinions and views in our
society thereby offering a unigque
opportunity to its readers to formulate
their own opinion.

May you have the courage and re-
sources to continue publication
forever.

B.J. Selvaratnam
Bambalapitiya,
Colombo 4,
5ri Lanka.

SWISS CRACKDOWN
ON ASYLUM-SEEKERS

Switzerland has tightened up legisla-
tion relating to the deportation of
asylum-seekers say recent reports,
which has caused widespread concern
among refugee agencies and the Tamil
community in Switzerland.

Swiss Delegate for Refupees, Peter
Arbenz, who visited Sri Lanka in July
1988, has enlarged the criteria for
summary deportation from capital
crimes and drug dealing to include
conviction of any crime and ‘illegal’
applications for asylum — e.g. the use of
a false name.

These mesasures are in part an
attempt to deal with an influx in the
last 12 months of 5,000 Tamil asylum-
seekers, most of whom have come
clandestinely from other European
countries to work in Switzerland's
booming hotel and leisure industry.

Refugee agencies say despite the
deteriorating situwation in northern Sri
Lanka many of the Tamil refugee
population in Switzerland are now at
risk of arbitrary deportation and have
appealed to the authorities. In De-
nmark the growing conflict between
warring Tamil militants in the north of
&ri Lanka has been recognised both as
prounds for seeking asylum and for the
inadvizability of forcible return.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

PHILOMIN & CO.

SOLICITORS
For All Legal Services
And Conveyancing
Legal Aid Work Undertaken
109 Bell Street, Marylebone,

London NW1 6TL
Telephone: 01-723 3018

Mariampillai Philomin
LL.B, MBIM
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International Tamil Conference
In Mauritius

The tourist paradise island of Mauri-
tius was overwhelmed by a sense of
international Tamil solidarity during
the week-long Seventh International
Conference — Seminar of Tamil Studies
which took place from 4th to 8th
December 1989 at the Mahatma Gan-
dﬁi Institute, Moka, Mauritius and
attended by over 150 delegates and
100 observers representing 16 coun-
tries as far apart as UK. and South
Africa, France and Malaysia, Sri
Lanka and Australia.

The joint organisers of the Confer-
ence were the International Associa-
tion of Tamil Research, National Orga-
nising Committee of Mauritius, and
Tamil University, Thanjavur, Tamil
Nadu, S.India. The success of the Con-
ference was in no small measure due to
the wholehearted support of the Gov-
ernment of Mauritius and in particu-
lar, to the Honourable Mr Arumugam
Parasuraman, the Mauritian Minister
for Education, Arts and culture who
was Chairman of the National Orga-
nising Committee.

In the multi-ethnic Mauritius of
approx one million people, the Tamils
constitute about 10% of the population
and although the majority of Mauri-
tian Tamils cannot speak the Tamil

language, they seem proud of their
Tamil identity by preserving many
aspects of Tamil culture with an abid-
ing interest in Saivite Hinduism which
is kept alive and vibrant through a
network of over ten large Hindu Tem-
ple organisations, which hosted the
delegates to evening cultural enter-
tainment and vegetarian dinners.

During the concluding session of
thanksgiving to the joint organisers,
the Hon. Dr. Dato Sammy Velu, Minis-
ter for Energy in the Malaysian Gov-
ernment made an impassioned plea to
hold the next 8th Tamil conference in
one of the countries of the West, sug-
gesting London as an ideal Venue for
1991, a view endorsed by many dele-
gates. It is hoped that Professor R.E.
Asher of Edinburgh University and
Chairman of IATR and Dr. John Marr
of SOAS, London University will soon
initiate steps to establish the UK.
National Branch of IATR with the
co-operation of all U.K. representa-
tives who are expected to give
wholehearted support to the idea of
holding the next International Tamil
Conference in UK. possibly in the
summer of 1991.

(K. Gnanasoorian, U.K. Delegate)

Kanapathippillai Navasothy
— An Appreciation

It is often said that the bad times for the
Tamils have not ended. Kanapathippilai
Navasothy, the well known Tamil Scholar and
Orator has been snatched away from the
members of his community, at the compara-
tively young age of 48 by the cruel hands of
fate. He met his untimely death in a road
accident on 4th January 1990. Navalar Nava-
sothy as he was popularly known was a poet,
broadcaster and an author par excellence.

Navasothy had his early education at the
Vivekananda Maha Vidyalayam and later at
St Benedict's College. After his university
education he started his career at Navalar
Hall, Colombo as a lecturer in History and
Tamil and from there moved on to the Official
Language Department. In 1977 he was
appointed Assistant Archivist in the Depart-
ment of Archives and in 1983 he was sent on
a government scholarship to further his
archival research in the University of New
South Wales, Australia.

Soon afterwards he arrived in London and

threw in his lot with a sense of dedication and
self denial to further the interests of the Tamil
community. He wrote several poems, songs
and research articles of a high standard.
Several books have been published by him
and he edited the Tamil magazine ‘Sinthu’.
His voice was heard often on the B.B.C.
programme ‘Thamil Osai’, to the delight of his
listeners.

Navasothy was a leacher at the West
London Tamil School, where he played an
important role in setting examination papers
and conducting examinations. He later found-
ed the London Tamil School in Tooting,
London SW17. :

He was an active participant in most of the
International Tamil Research Conferences,
and was a founder and council member of the
International Association of Tamil Research —
Sri Lanka Branch. His last research paper on
‘Tamil Eelam Struggle and Modern Poetry’ at
the 7th International Tamil Research Confer-
ence held in Mauritius from 4th to 8th Decem-
ber 1989, was a notable contribution at the
conference.

The problems of Tamils of Sri Lanka,
deeply concerned him and he gave his
wholehearted support to all activities for the
promotion of freedom and justice for the
Tamils there. His voice was heard in many
forums and his writings on the subject were
an effective contribution to the struggle.

He is survived by his mother, wife Rupar-
anee, three children Manivannan, Vathani &
Yalini, four brothers and a sister. His loss
must be a great blow to them. They might
derive some consolation from the fact that
their grief is shared by several members of his
community and perhaps that thought might
sustain them in the days to come.

- Dr. Ratnam Niththyananthan

'Sri Lanka Surgeon -
‘Countdown’ Champion

Sri Lankan Tamil Surgeon, Dr. R. Yogasa-
garar, resident in Cheshire in England has
bagged the honour of ‘Countdown’ champion
for 1989 in the annual BBC TV competition. A
Tamil by birth, speaking Tamil at home, and
having English as a second language, he out
scored dozens of those with English as their

- mother tongue, in a programme that tests the

contestant’s ability with the English vocabul-
ary and mental arithmetric skills to emerge
the champion in a series of protracted con-
tests, culminating in the quarter-finals, semi-
finals and the finals, proving that his achieve-
ment was not a mere flash in the pan. More
often than not, he proved his prowess with the
English vocabulary by producing more than
one word with the maximum number of
letters. He is perhaps the first Asian to have
bagged this honour.

Dr Yogasagarar hails from Batticaloa in Sri
Lanka where his parents the Rajaratnams
were both teachers by profession. He was
Resident Surgeon in Colombo and Visiting
Surgeon in Avissawela before moving over to
UK.
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Vidya-Sakthya Bharatha Natya Arangetram

Vidya and Sakthya, daughters of Mr & Mrs
Kugananthan of Catford, London SEE had
their Arangetram on 8.12.89 at the Logan
Hali; University of London, London WC1.
Frignds and relalivas, invited to the occasion
Inoked forward fo an enteraining evening of
song and dance — particularly in view of the
fact that the dances were composed and
chora by the Maestro from Adayar
Fadmashr Adayar Lakshmanan. Their ex-
peclalions warg greatly fulfited when the
dance direclion for the performance was
parsonally conducted by Sr Lakshmanan's
brother Adayar Ramarao. It was an enjoyable
avening watching the brilliant dancing by the
duo Vidya and Sakthya lo the rich masculing
vaoice of Adayar Ramarac who not only
directad the performance but also rendered
all the songs.

Vidya and Sakthya had starfed their dancing
lessons under Srimathi Sivasakihi Sivanesan
and fater confinued under Srimathi Vifayambi-
gal indrakumar. Thay complated their courss
in India at the Bharata Choodamani
Academy of Fine Arls, Madras.

The performarce cpened with 8 pooja, per-
formad by the High Prigst of the Archway
Murugan Temple, folfowed by the duo receiv-
g their biessings from the Gury, their pa-
rents and the Elders for the success of the
performance. One could see the very strict
fraditional order amgd disciplime  rgorousy
maintained by S Ramarao.

Vidya and Sakthya performed eight piaces,
all of tham happily in Tami and were very
pleasing lo see and fisten, After an Alarppu
by both, Sakthya performed a Nalesa Kavul-
vam and Vidya performed a Jatiswaram
separately. The Vamarm {‘Nee Inda Mayam”
in Dhanyasi) was performed by Vidya and
Sakihya jointly. During the intarval the Kuga-
nanthans hostad thoir invilees lo a lavish lea
party.

Mrs. JA. Fisher, president of the National
Union of Teachers was the Chief Guest for
this funelion. Mrs Fisher delivered her
addrass elegamily drassed in a South indian
Sarea. Mrs Fonmani, former Director of Tamil
Services of Gri Lanka Broadeasting Corpora-
tion popuwlady known to housewives and
chitdren as ‘Vanol Akka' was the gues!
speaker,

Among the eight pisces parformed by Vidya
and Sakthya the mos! memorable were the
Padams. Undoubledly Vidya's performance
of ‘Wan Oru Vilayativ Bommaiya?' (a com-
position by Papanasam Sivam set in Navar-
asa Kannada) and ‘Chinna Chinna Paadam’
{compasition of Ambujam Krishan in Kapi)
were of high calibre. For a teenager with only
a few monihs training in Adayar, Vidya
exhibited fremendous talert and potential for
a bright fulure.

Sakthya (the younger of the wa} was very
varsatife in her performance of Thirupararm
Kunra Vela', (composition by Papanasam
Sivan in Hindolam). Sakthya and Vidya have
both brought credit to their parenis and lo the
esleamed insiitute of Bharata Choodamani
and a feather in Mhe cap of Adayar S
Lakshmanan.

= Wimal Sockanathan.

Benefit Performance

organised a recilal of Music and Dance in aid
of its buitding project al the Waitham Forest
Theatre, Forest Road, London E17 on
Saturday, 3rd February 1990 at'6.30pm.

Miss Kamala Sathasivam, renowned Radio

and T.V. artiste from S Lanka will play the
fiute gnd Miss Zarina Jackson, a leading
expanant of the Tanjore shyle of Bharatha
MNatyarn will give a dance recital. An avening
of good antertainment is assured in aid of a

A% 685 oolaham Foundation.

noolaham arg 1 aavanaham orq

Ahilan wins Award

Mr. Ahifan Nithiananthan, a Posl-Graduale
Studenl at The Sehool of Pharmmacy, Uni-
versify of London was awarded the First
Pergamon  ‘Scolt Blalr Biorheology Scha-
farship’.
He is pictured here recaiving the award from
Dv, ) Ferguson, Fresident of the British
Sociely of Rheology at their Annual Confer-
ance al Warwick Castle. Ahilan is already a
Humane Research Trust Awardee and holds
a patent for s work on developing a novel
tast for infections. Ha is the son of Mr. & Mrs,
K. Nithianarmthan of 4A Syon Park Garden,
Osterey, fsleworth, Middlesex, UK.

Donation of Clothes

The Tamil Orphans Trust (LK.}, Regisiered
Charity No.327803, 42 Arundef Dvive, Har-
row, Middx HAZ2 BPA, Tel: 07-422 0012, has
during the las! two years been sending
clothes and cash lo help Tamil orphaned
children in S Lanka. The above piclure
shows the distribufion of the clothes sent by
the Trust recently, by the Sr Lanka Red
Cross al Vavuniya.

Appointed Eminent Scholar

Professor Muttaiya Sunderalingam has
been appointed Ohio Eminent Scholar in
Biological Macromalecular Structure in Ohio
Stale University. He is the eighthh Eminent
Scholar in tha Ohio Eminent Scholar prog-
ramme, created by the General Assembly
and administered by the Board of Regents.
Ha comes o Ohio State from e University of
Wisconsin-Madizon, where he was Steen-
bock Professor of Blomolacular Siructure and
Chair of the docloral programme in Biophy-
sics. He is internationally known for his work
in determining the striscture of large biologice!
motecules (macromeleculas) such as pro-
taing and nucleic acids, In his research he
uses high infensity X-ray beams to reveal the
threa-dimensional arrangemant of a subst-
ance's molecules.

His research has implications in many
areas fncluding improved design of proleins,
hormones, anti-viral agents and anli-cancer
drugs.

Professor Sundaralingam is ong of the five
Bio-physicists whose published work /5 most
frequantly cited by other scientisls, He has
published over 250 articles in scientific jour-
nats and has lectured throughout! the word.
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CLASSIFIED ADS|
; irst-20 words £10 5
Each additional word 6
Charge for Box No. £3
- (Vat 15% extra) "=
Prepayment essential

The Advertisement Manager
Tamil Times Ltd, PO Box 1
Sutton, Surrey SMI 3TD
Phone 01-644 0972

MATRIMONIAL
+ . B ‘\J
Hindu Parents seek qualified bridegroom for
doctor daughter, 31. Reply with horoscope to
M 347, c¢/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parent seeks professional for
slim, attractive, accountant daughter, 28
years. Reply to Box 3543, Winnetka, CA
91306, U.S.A.

Jaffna Hindu sister seeks altractive, homely,
educated bride for postgraduate, gainfully
London employed brother, 37. Details to M
348, c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu, partly qualified accountant, 34,

seeks girl for marriage. Girl outside Sri Lanka
preferable. Reply with details. M 349, c/o

Tamil Times.

Mother in U.K. seeks tall, fair, pleasant, good
natured, accomplished bride, 28 to 32, for
well connected Jaffna Hindu, tall, smart,
highly qualified, internationally recognised
professional in high rank, U.S. citizen, late
thirties. Horoscope details, photo to M 350,
¢/o Tamil Times.

Alliance invited for pretly, pleasant, Hindu
girl, 28, U.S. citizen and holds Masters
Degree. Parents top professionals. Details to
M 351, c¢/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Tamil father seeks preferably profes-
sionally qualified partner for his civil servant
daughter, 26. Reply with photo, horoscope. M
352 c/o Tamil Times.

Parents seek suitable partner, 42-48, for
accomplished good looking daughter, Sri
Lankan Tamil Hindu, working in New York,
American permanent resident. Reply M 353,
¢/o Tamil Times.

Sister seeks Jaffna Tamil partner for
youngest sister, 32, divorcee with daughter
aged 8, owns house London, Reply with
horoscope, details. M 354 ¢/o Tamil Times.
Jatfna Hinduparent, retired from high govern-
ment position in Sri Lanka, presently in U.K.
seeks for his two daughters, 31,29 (one in
U.K., other in Jaffna) matrimonial proposals.
Enquiries from young men in Sri Lanka or
abroad welcome. Please reply with copy of
horoscope to M 355, c/o Tamil Times.

Christian Tamil parent seeks educated,
handsome partner, 23 to 27 for pretly daugh-
ter, 22, 5’ 5", race immaterial. M 356, c/o
Tamil Times.

U.S. Physician seeks st'" ble Christian part-
ner, in her twenties or early thirties, for brother
in thirties, U.S. citizen holding executive
position in leading newspaper corporation,
California. Details, photograph to M 357, c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Tamil, qualified accountant, 28, seeks
bride, preferably qualified, mainly resident
U.K. or abroad. Details, horoscope to M 358
¢/o Tamil Times.

OBITUARIES

Kanapathipillai Navasothy (48) Renowned
Tamil Scholar, beloved husband of Rupar-
anee; father of Manivannan, Vathani and
Yalini brother of Sathyamoorthy (U.K.),
Raveenthiran (Oman), Kanakeswaran (Au-
stralia), Vasanthakumaran (U.K.), & Mrs Ees-
wary Shanmugapalan (Australia); brother-in-
law of Jill, Ratna, Margaret, Ramlyn & Shan-
mugapalan passed away under tragic cir-
cumstances in a road accident in London on
4.1.90. — 45 Avarn Road, London SW17 9HB
Tel: 01-767 2585.

Sinnathamby Kulasingam, Retired Post
master of Tellipallai, Sri Lanka; beloved hus-
band of Sivapackiam; father of Dr. Guna-
poopathy Ponnampalam (Sri Lanka), Thar-
marajah (U.K.), Vijeyaladchumy Ramanathan
(U.K.), Sivapalan (Australia); father-in-law of
Ponnampalam (Principal, Jaffna Hindu Col-
lege), Chandravathana (U.K.), Ramanathan
(U.K.), Manjula (Australia); grand-father ot
Vishakan, Bhavan, Kugan, Theepan, Thu-
laseekaran & Sathiasorupan passed away in
Tellipallai, Sri Lanka on 24.12.89 — 3 The
Orchard, Wickford, Essex S512 OHB, Tel:
0268 766624.

Professor Luther Jeyasingham (73) former-
ly of the staff of Jaffna College and later of the
Jaffna University; beloved husband of Push-
pam nee Mills; father of Mrs Chandra Amar-
asingham (U.S.A.), Mittran (Australia), Winth-
rop (U.K.), Benjamin (Canada), & Dr. Sam
(U.S.A.) passed away in U.S.A. on 7.12.89.
Dr. D.S. Sanders (61) Dean of the School of
Social Work, University of lllinois, U.S.A.,
eldest son of the late Mr. D.S. Sanders,
formerly Vice-Principal of Jaffna College and
Mrs. Harriet Sanders (Australia), beloved
husband of Christobel nee Nesar Niles
brother of Dr. S.C. Sanders (U.K.), H.B.
Sanders, Mrs Pearl Kanagarajah, Mrs. Rhea
Ratnarajah (all of Australia) passed away in
San Francisco on 14.10.89.

K.C. Satchithananda (60) Dental Surgeon,
beloved husband of Parameswary, father of
Janarthanan, Muhunda, Duwarakan and
Mithuna; brother of the late K.C. Nythiananda
passed away in U.K. on 2.12.89.

IN MEMORIAM -

In everloving memory of Mrs Kanagamany
Thamby Thurai, on the first anniversary of
her passing away on 7.1.89. Fondly remem-
bered by her sons Dr. Raj Chandran, Ra-
jathurai (both of U.K.); Daughters Loheswary
Chelliah (U.K.), Rajeswary Puiendra (Pt. Ped-
ro, Sri Lanka), Rani Thurairatnam, Mahes-
wary Cookathasan (both of U.K); fifteen
grand children and sixteen great grand chil-
ren.

A poojah in her memory was held at the
Highgate Murugan -Temple on 7.1.90. A
cheque for £1000 was presented by members
of her family to the Temple Trust, to initiate a
Tamil/English library on Saivism. This was
preceded by a well attended Bajan and
followed by a lunch.

T.Somasekaram
Departed 5th January 1968

Fondly remembered and sadly missed by wife -
Haima; children Kannan, Niranthari, Ungi and
Ketheecharan; grand children Anuca and
Rishi; brothers Dr. Raja Muthaiah, Rama-
nathan, Yogananther and sisters Mrs
Cheevaratnam, Mrs Velaiuthar, Mrs Nadara-
jah and all members of the family. — ‘Kripa’,
34 Pamancade Lane, Colombo 6, Sri Lanka.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

January 26 6.45 p.m. Tamil Orphans Trust
presents Benefit Performance in aid of
Orphaned Tamil children in Sri Lanka. At

Brent Town Hall, Forty Lane, Wembley
Middx. For information Phone 01-422 0012.

February 3 6.30 p.m. Saiva Munnetta San-
gam U.K. presents Music & Dance in aid of
Building Project at Waltham Forest Theatre,
Forest Road, London E17. For details Phone:
0268 766624.

Feb. 4 3.30 p.m. Novena at Asian Chaplain-
cy, 48 Great Peter Street, London SWI1P
2HA. For details Phone: 01-222 2895.

Feb. 5 9.30 a.m. to 9.00 p.m. Maha Kum-
bhabhishekam Anniversary at London
Murugan Temple, 78 Church Street, London
E12 6AF. For details Phone: 01-478 8433.
Feb. 17 6.30 p.m. Mahajana Old Students
Association U.K. presents Tamil Comic
Sketch ‘Kaladda Kalyanam’ in aid of college
project at Merton Hall, 78 Kingston Road,
London SW19. For details Phone: 0277
223981, 01-399 7848.

Feb. 25 2 p.m. Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan &
Music Circle presents Thiagaraja Tansen
Day with Classical Music at 4A Castletown
Road, London W14 9HQ. All Welcome.
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SRI £
We invite you to
the Food, Ambience

that makes our Islan
Baffet of over 15 dishes

£6 L 9 (ever changing)

TRY US ONCE —
You will be there every week

- J’aﬁan ir

U

A\,
)

Self—sérvice Sunday

a taste of paradise

SR I I
S0

67a SYDENHAM ROAD SE26
RESERVATIONS
£ 01-676 8641 %
| Rathbone Holidays Limited
| 11, CENERAL & BUSINESS TRAVEL

AIRLANKA

It's a taste of Paradise c?
Air Lanka now offers three weekly flights to:
Colombo via Dubai
on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
at 12.55 p.m.
from Gatwick North Terminal
All flights have convenient connections to:

South India, Bangkok, Hongkong and Singapore
For the best fares on Air Lanka
Call us on
01 580 4460
Now!

We accept all major credit cards —
Visa Barclaycard/Access/American Express

WE ARE NOW OPEN SATURDAY
BETWEEN 10.00 HOURS TO 13.00 HOURS

T Welcome News To All Tamils!

Visit Us For Your Daily Needs & Excellent
Service

PRIME FOODS

118 Tooting High Street, London SW17 ORR
Telephone: 01-767 7959

We Specialize in

Sri Lankan Food items directly imported by us

Weekly and monthly magazines in Tamil & English
Astrological magazines & books

Audio & Video Cassettes, Compact Discs, playing records

Wide range of Sri Lankan Sea Foods —
Fish, Prawns, Crabs, Shark eic

Saris, Verties, Fancy Jewellery
Eastern Musical Instruments

*

ALL ASIAN NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF
Open 7 days a week — 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

EAR

N UPTO £20,000 IN FIRST YEAR

IN FACT, SOME OF OUR ASSOCIATES EARN MORE IN
2ND AND SUBSEQUENT YEARS, BECAUSE THEY ARE
AMBITIOUS.

WE NEED MEN AND WOMEN, AGE 24-50, WITH ABILITY

AND SELF CONFIDENCE TO TRAIN AS FINANCIAL

CONSULTANTS LEADING TO MANAGEMENT POSI-
TIONS. FULL TRAINING IS GIVEN.

WE CAN OFFER GUARANTEED INCOME OR 100%
UPFRONT COMMISSIONS PLUS UPTO 50% BONUSES
ON COMMISSIONS EARNED EACH MONTH

(subject to company rules)

OUR CAREER PACKAGE IS MOST REWARDING FOR
THE SMART, AMBITIOUS AND HARD WORKING TYPE.

IF YOU HAVE THESE QUALITIES BUT FEEL YOU ARE
NOT FULLY REWARDED, PLEASE CALL:

P. (MIKE) MANDAVIA
01-903 7700 / 01-903 6723

AMERICAN LIFE

akco
THE WAY TO SUCCESS

Lower Ground Fioor, Ansvar House,
24-28 London Road, Wembley HA9 7HD

American Life insurance Company is a member of

lauire

'A\*Ei’ [ Association of Lile Assurance & Unit Trust
E)d Brashinsurers Regulatory Orgamsation
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Importers & Exporters of Sri Lankan Commodities

30 Woodberry Avenue, North Harrow, Middlesex HA2 6AU
Tel: 01-427 2269 Fax: 01-861 5248 Telex: 927015

THE NO. 1 PUBLISHER & WHOLESALER OF
TAMIL COMPACT DISCS IN THE WORLD

Now Available

CD PL 501 - BEST DUTES FROM LAHARI

CD PL 504 - SAM SAARA SANGEETHAM

CD PL 506 - ENCHANTING HITS OF S P.BALA

CD PL a07 - BEST SELECTED SAD HITS

CDPIN 508 - ILAYARAJAVIN THIRAL ISAI THEEN

CDPIN 509 - TRAJENDIRAN VASANTHA GAANANGAL

CDPIN 510 - ILAYARAJAVIN INNISAI MAZHAL

VRECD 1001 - TOP DUETS FROM RAKAM 72

VN CD 1001 - DUETS FROM NAHATA

AVM CD 1001 - MOVIE MELODIES OF K.JJESUDOSS

AVM CD 1002 - HITS OF 5.P.BALA VOLUME 1

AVM CD 1003 - BEST OF ILAIYARAJAH

AVM CD 1004 — HITS OF RAJINI

AVM CD 1005 — HITS OF KAMAL HASAN

AVM CD 1006 -~ SAD HITS FROM AVM

AVM CD 1007 - SELECTED HITS BY KJJESUDOSS

AVM CD 1008 - HITS OF 5. P.BALA VOLUME IT

AVM CD 1009 — HITS FROM AVM RELEASES

CD PI a0l — DEIVEEGA [SAl KADAMBAM

CDPL 502 — AMMAN AARAATHANAL

CD Pl 803 - ARUPADAIVEEDU THIRUMURUGAN

CD PG 511 - GEETHANJALI (DEVOTIONAL)

CD PL 512 - VISVAMITHTHIRAR (TELUNGU S50NGS)

Ch PL 513 - SANKARAPARANAM - SAGARA SANGAMAM (TELUNGU SONGS)
CDPT ala — MAANIEKANAACHI PAADANJALI

AVM CD 1011 — BEST OF M.S VISVANATHAN

AVM CD 1012 - DR. SIRGZHLI GOVINDARAJAN DEVOTIONAL SONGS
Ch PG 513 - NADHASWARAM BY M.P.M. SETHURAMAN/PONNUSAMY
CD PG 314 - NADHASWARAM BY JAI SHANKAR

LARGE SELECTION OF TAMIL AUDIO CASSETTES ALSO AVAILABLE

IMPORTERS AND DISTRIBUTORS OF
LEELA BRAND SRI LANKAN GROCERIES

Rice, Rice Flour, Kurakkan Flour, Instant String Happers, Dry Chillies, Chilli Powder, Maldive Fish chips, Gingelly
oil, Kithul Jaggery, Soya Meat, Dry Fish (KattaPara), Seeni Sambol mixture, Ambul Thial, Puluk Odial, Nikadoe
Thosai/Hopper mixture, Kalu Dodol, Kithul Treacle, Nelli Crush, Lion Lager Beer and many other items at
wholesale prices.

WE ALSO STOCK

String Hopper Mat & Mould, Pittu Mould, Coconut Scraper, Hopper Pan with lid, Idli Mould & Noritake Dinner sets
Free Home Delivery for arders over £50 — Mail Orders welcome

RING US NOW ON 01-427 2269 TO PLACE YOUR ORDER

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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