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The Late
Mr. N. PONNIAH

The death of Mr. N. Ponniah, affectionately
and appropriately called <Eelakesari Ponniah’, has
robbed the Tamil community of one of its trusted
leaders and the country of an ardent nationalist and
patriot. His contribution to the Tamils in particular
and to the country in general has been in several
fields, but his greatest contribution has been through
the Tamil weekly Ee/akesari. That is why we consider
it very appropriate that his name is so closely and
intimately connected with the paper. ¢ The Eelakesari’
has been for the last 21 years filling a very large
place in the cultural and political life of our people.
Mr. N. Ponniah was responsible for the consistent
maintaining of a high standard of journalism. It is
to his great credit that he never allowed himself to
be allured by new fads or to arouse the passions
of the unthinking masses. His writings were always
marked with dignity and restraint, sobriety and wisdom,
strong convictions and unerring judgment. He was
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always a progressive reformer. During the hectic days
of the last Parliamentary elections in Jaffna and the
Tamil Congress frenzy, he kept his head cool and
warned his countrymen against their communal out-
look. To him the path to wisdom for the Tamils
lay in their active co-operation with the major
community both for their own sake and for the
welfare of the country as a whole. No narrow out-
look or petty prejudice ever marred his public or
private life. Among the public causes he espoused,
we remember with gratitude several causes of the
Christian Crurch in this land. He never lost an
opportunity. Hindu though he was, to remind  his
fellow countrymen of the deep and lasting debt of
gratitude they owed to the Christian Missionaries
for their incalculable contribution during one century
and more for the advancement of Jaffna.

He was also of the greatest help and strength
to the people of his village. Not only did he set
for them the example of a practical agriculturist, but
also worked as Chairman of his Village Committee
for the improvement of the village and for the
raising of their standard of living. The Local Govern-
ment circles here have thus lost in him an inde-
fatigable worker and a true leader.

— The Morning Star



Thé Late
Mr. N. PONNIAH

Founder & Editor of the EELAKESARI

The South Indian Journalist, the organ of the
Southern India Journalists’ Federation Madras, in its

issue of April 1951 observes:

We regret to record the death of Mr. N. Ponniah,
founder and Editor of Jaffna’s notionalist Tamil
weekly Felakesari, on March 30, 1951. He was 59.

Born in a humble middle class family in Jaffna,
the late Mr. N. Ponniah started life as an agri-
~culturist. Even in his early days he had a yearning
to enter the journalistic field and he worked in
various printing establishments to gain first hand
experience of the publication of journals. In 1918,
Mr. Ponniah paid a visit to Burma and Malaya. In
Rangoon, he served as Assistant Editor of «“Swadesa-
mitran.”” On his return to his native place in 1925,
he resumed his work in the printing line. It was
in 1929 that he started his own printing press, the
< Tirumakal Press ”’, and started publication of the
weekly Eelakesari in 1930. Mr. Ponniah published
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many valuable works like * An Etymological and
Comparative Lexicon of the Tamil Language’. He
was also associated with the publication of two

English weeklies, ¢ Ceylon Patriot’’ and < Kesari >,
for some time.

Subsequently Mr. Ponniah took a prominent part
in various public activities. Through his journal
Eelakesari, he raised contributions from the public
for the Bihar Earthquake Relief Fund and the
Bharathi Mandapa Nidhi. The late Mr. Ponniah
evinced keen interest in the struggle for freedom
in India. He donated liberally for educational and
charitable purposes. Mr. Ponniah gave all encourage-
ment - to scholars and writers. He leaves his wife
Meenakshi Ammaiyar, and a daughter, Punithavathi.
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